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ing clause, if anything has been done that
requires to he validated, I shall support
it. I once sat on a sandalwood board rep-
resenting the pullers, and reeis-ed exlpelles
for each sitting.

Hon. R. H. 'Harris: AMl

lion. C. B. WILIAMS: I hope I anm
niot giving anything away.

Hon. E. H1. Harr-is: I retrained from tell-
ing members what you are now telling themn.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMIS: That interjec-
tion is irrelevant. Still I do not mind say-
ig~ that I received 30s. a day as expenses.
I asked whether I was entitled to take that
money. I did not regard it as an office of
prolit under the Crown; I wvas merely being
paid myv expenses to attend the board meet-
ings. f Would be sorry at this Stage to learn
that because f accepted thoso expenses I
would hauve to resign my sent in Parlia-
mnent.

lion. E. H, Harris: Who is collecting the
fee now?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: A manl namned
Geddes, I think. Mr. Clydesdale is in a simii-
lar position. I was assured at the time that
I was not contravening thre law.

H1on. E. H. Harris: You mnight now have
Mr. Hughes looking out for you.

Hon. C, B. WILLIAMS: Mr. Hughes
himself conducted sweeps for different peo-
ple for a long time, and heealise he was pre-
vented front eoiitiiiuiiig to dIO so, I suppose
that is the reason for the action he ha
taken. Anyway, I think I can safely drop
him. l amu pleased to k-now that a majority
of thle members will endorse the clause in the
Bill that will make 11,r. Clydesdale's. posi-
tion right, it there is need to do so. Person-
ally I think that any menmber of Parlia-
nment who accelpts a seat onl a board is
somewhat of a mug, because he mary incur
displeasure by giving too much to one dis-
t-riet, and not enough to another. He is

making a rod for his own back. I will give
the Bill my blessing as I gave it last year.

and I am pleased to know that the public
have faith in the existing commission, a fact
thlat is proved by the mnnner inl which thle
consultations har-e succeeded.

onl motion, by Hon. E. Hf. Gray, debate

adjourned.

RESOLUTION-STATE FORESTS.

To Revoke Dedication.

Message from the Assemrbly received and
read, requesting concurrence in the follow-
ing resolution-

That thie proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 15, 2!!, 23, 24,
>7, '29, 30, 3i3, 37, 38, 39, and 42 laid upon
the W1inle of the Legislative Assembly by coin-
inand of His Excellency the Lieut.-Oovernor
on thle 7th Novemuber, 1933, be carried out.

House adJOII reed (it 9.33 p.m.

Legiiaive BeesembIV.
11l'ediinckday 3/ke .ocember., 1933.

Motion : State Forest*, to revoke dedication..
EiMS: State Transport Co-ordination, IsR.

Reserves, it. ..
Entertainments Tax Act Amendment, returned
Augusta Allotments, recoin.. ....
Forests Act Amendment, 2R., Corn. report
Land Tax and Income Tax, 2it.

Annual Estimates: Votes and Item discussed
Agriculture.......... ......
College of Agriculture .. ..
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The SPEAKER took the Chair- at 4.30
pnand read prayers.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.

1, Stare Transport Co-ordination.
Intronduced byv Minister for Railways.

2, Reserves.

Introduced by Minister for Lands.

MOTION-STATE FORESTS.

To Revok'e Dedication.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
P. Collie r-Boulder) [4.8): I move--

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 4, 14, 15, 2223, 24,27,
29, 30, 38, 37, .38, 39, and 42, laid on the
Table of the Legislative Assembly by comn-
miand of Htis Excellency the Lieutenant.Oover.
nor onl 7th 'November, 1933, be carried out.
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The motion covens the detailed proposal
laid on the Table yesterday, including plans,
in continuation of the policy of recommend-
ing for excision from the State forests any
sufficient areas of agricultural land located
in course of forest assessment work, etc., or
following upon application received by the
Forests Department or the Lands Depart-
mezit. The Conservator of Forests has re-
commended the excision of the 25 areas
mentioned in the proposal, involving an
area of 2045 acres. Numbered plans are
attached to the proposal. For thle in forna-
tier, of mkembers I may say that the schedule
included in the papers on the Table shows
the various areas dealt with. No. 1 is near
Allanson townsite. About 48 acres, which
has been ring-barked. Soil is of a sandy arni
swampy nature and the area is ilot reqIuiredI
for forestry purposes. No. 2 is 1/2 miles
north of Shotts. About 320 acres, of no
value for reforestation. Application made
by local settlers. No. :3 is two miles south-
east of Shotts. Abort 174 acres of cultiv-
able land applied for by' a resident in the
vicinity. No. 4 is 1%2 miles east (of Ingle-
hope. About 4% acres carrying no market-
able timber. Being made available to meet
the requirements of the adjoining settler.
who is in need of Minter land
on his holding. No. 5 is six miles south-
west of Quindanning. About 300 acres of'
poor wandoe and third-class janral conch-vr~.

Applied for by a local resident. No. 6 is
four miles south-east of jarrabdale. About
14 acres of swamp land, which hans been
applied for as v mailiet garden al-ea. No.
7 is three miles south-west of Mari-in up.
About 10~ acres, being an isolated piece of
State forest, retention of whichi is not de-
sired. Application made by the holder of
adjoining locations. No. 8 is 5 miles north
of Muja. About 38 acres, heing the State
forest portion of anl area of 145 acres of
cultivable land applied for by a local resi-
dent. No. 9 is two miles north of Bowel-
ling. About 294 acres, containing an open
fiat. Area poorly timbered and not suit-
able for re-forestation. No. 10 is one mile
west of Bewelling. About 12 acres, compris-
ing a flat, which is being made available as
an extension of an adjoining holding. No.
11 is seven miles west of Donnybrook.
About 160 acres of non-jarraln country on
the fringe of State forest, for which appli-
cation has been made. No. 12 is two miles

south-west of Wilga. About 54 acres tim-
bered with luarri and poor jarrab. Appli-
cation made by arn adjoinin g settler. -No.
13 is one mile west of Benjinup. About 25
acres applied for by the holder (if adljoin-
ing locations, Not required for forestry

WjJUrlosCs. No. 14 is 4 miles north-east of
Wilga. A small area of about 19 acre., on
the edge of State forest, for wvhich appliea-
tioji has becen made by the adjoining land
holder. No. 15 is near Hester towvnsite.
About 20 acres applied for by the holder of
a small well-improved property adjoirliiig.
No. 16 is six miles south-west of Nanoup.
About 36 acres carrying no timber of value.
Application made by the holder of an adja-
centt holding. And so it goes on; .1 mnced not
continue. The whole point is that they are
small areas of land suitable for agricultural
purposes, but not of any value for forestry
purposes. These small areas ivc are excis-
ing front the Class A Forest reserves. It is
not advisable to hold olI these smallI areas
suitable for agricultural purposes and adja-
cent to settlement, but of no value for for-
estry purposes. They are all recommended
by thne Conservator of Forests, and it does
not in ay way interfere with the forest
policy of conserving our forest areas for
forest-r purposes. There are many others
onl thle list, but I need not go through them.
It is wveil known that the department jeal-
ously guards the timber areas of our State.
These small areas might well be made avail-
cble to settlers, since they are not of any
value at all for forestry purposes.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.40]: 1 have
no objection to the miotion ; it usually conmes
downi eve,-v Year. in most of the cases cited,
ther-e have I)een requests b)'y adjoining set-
tlers for additional lands, so as to build up
then.' holdings. I took an opportunity to
peruse the papers laid onl the Table by the
Minister yesterday, and to see the plans,
arid I1 noticed that all these lands are near
roads or railways, and so are very suitable
for selection by those who desire them. Most
of these blocks are pieces left over after
providing for the wants of earlier settlers.
No doubt the Conservator of Forests is a
very careful office;, and watches closely the
interests of his department; lie will see to
is that no land suitable for forestry pur.-
poses shall be made available to settlers. I
vim glad to know that so many small pieces
of land ire to be made available to inerenso
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the holdings of ])tel who reqjuire RInore laInd.
It is always said that if we give small areas
flke this, we shall have to add to them in
future. However, that does not matter very
much, and I am gl.ad this motion has been
lirouglit down so as to give the settlers ant
opportunity to increase their holdings.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.421: Like
the Leader of the Opposition, I haeve no0
objection to the ]notion : 1 only.1 regret that.
instead of these few acres being- made avail-
ale. there aire not many thousands, and I
think that is the regret of. the Minister for
Lands also. I wonder when the House will
realise that wve should have a thorough classi-
fication of the whole of this re-dedication
country. There are along our existing roads
and railways in the South West, thousands
of potential farms that should be made
available for land settlement. The settlers
who are to haive these pieces of land have
made application for them, and have had to
go through a number of processes aind attec4
to all sorts of detail. Antd thme Lands De-
lpartment cannot accept the application,
hut must pass them on to the Forests
Department, and after a great deal of trouble
receive the lad. A nd even after the land
has beenm passed over, the Conservator of
Forests holds the right for any number of
years to take the tinmber off the land. A
settler mary take uip an area, and still the
Conservator of Forests holds the right to
the timber. In consequence, the settler can-
not ring-bark his land with a view to sweet-
ening it. However, I amt pleased that the
motion has been brought down, and I hope
that come day we shall have a similar
motion covering thousands of these blocks.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.44]: 1 agree
that the revocation of these areas should be
approved. hut I really think it is time that
consideration was girven to the policy of
holding up big areas of country for timber
purposes. I am not criticising the depart-
ment, which is only working in accordance
with the policy that was adopted long ago.
This policy shuld he reviewed, There are
areas of country which have been cut over
time after time, and many decades will
elapse before marketable timber is avail-
able from them. In the meantime, those who
desire to secure forest countryv for orchard
ar g-arden Purposes are prevented from

doing so. The motion constitutes a step to-
wards the desired object and It have no
objection to it, but I do think it is urgently
necessary that the policy in respect to the
restriction of areas for forest purposes
should be reviewed.

MR. BROCKMAN (Sussex) [4.47]:
support the motion, and feel much as the
member for Nelson (11r. J. H. Smith) does.
A great deal of this dedicated country is
suitable for agriculture, but has never grown
marketable trees. It is a very unwise policy
to slut it up when it is more adaptable for
agricultural purposes. I am sorry the Gov-
emninent have not brought down a motion
to cover a larger area to be thrown open
for selection. TIn many parts of the South-
West there are blocks of 100 or 150 acres
of beautiful land. The Forests Department
are building homes throughout the dedicated
areas. Most, of the occupants have large
families, Why cannot these tomes be built
in a good part of the forest country so that
the settlers may become forest farmers, as
is the ease ii ot her parts of the world I They
could carr 'y out their work for the Forestry
Department in their spare time, and develop
those areas of land that are suitable for
at rweulthi e.

Question Putt and passed, and a message
accordingly transniitted to the Council.

BILL-ENTERTAINMENTS
AMENDMENT.

TAX ACT

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

BILL-AUGUSTA ALLOTMENTS.

Recommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clause 7.

In Committee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 7-Certain allotments of land may
be dealt with and disposed of as unalienated
Crown land:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Last
night the member for West Perth suggested
an amendment to this Clause. I have now
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received a copy of hils suggestion, aind, it h
will mnove the amendieiit, I shall accept it

Mr. NMc00ONAlD:) I stated yeteida.,
that the Bill as drafted gave the Ministe
power to issue a Crown grant for this ]an<
oly iii eases where there Was an occupier
Ii suggested it was possible there would Oe .'
claim. in respect to which there might col

be an occupier at the. Lime. I have there
fore prepared anl amendment to enable 2fl3

iersoli who claimis to be enltitled to an allot.
Ilocnt Of land, of which there is no occupier
to submit a claim to the Minister, anti re,
-eivc such consideration as the Minister may
think he deserves. I mnore n amiendmnent-

That in Subelause I all the words in that
sobelause, after the word "'Act'' in line 3,
be struck out, and thle following inserted in
lieu-"or where any such allotment was occu-
pied at the eonmuenuent of this Act but no
grant is made in relation thereto, to an appli-
cant or claimiant under Section 4 or Section 5 of'
this Act, the Governor mnay deal with and
dispose of suchL allotment of land as ent-
alienated Crown land wnder the provisions of
the Land Act, 1898; iirhvidcd that notwith-
standing that any allotment aforesaid wras
unoccupied at thec commnencement of this Act
any person who believes he is entitled to an
estate or interest in fee simple inl the said allot,
inent may claimt to be entitled to such estate
and interest, and in such ease Section 5 of this
Act shall inutatis inutandis apply as if the
said allotmnent were occupied at the Coin-
mnenieniet of this Act.''
The effect of the amendment is to provide
that where an aillotmnent is not occupied, a
person may comne in and claim the estate in
fee simple in the same way as under Clause
.5 lie would hle entitled to come in and claim
it in competition with the person who is the
actual occupier. It gives the tight to any
claimant to conc forward in the ease of land
which is not occupiedi at the commencement
of the Act. I referred the amendment to thle
Crown Solicitor, who considers it will ineet
tile situation, I lpropst that Subeldaise 2
should remnain aws it is.

-' mneiidnleiit put anld panssed; the clause
as amencit'tld, ag-reed to.

Bill again reported with an amnendmnent.

BILL-FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readingq.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.56] : I have
no objection to the Bill. Tt means the pay-
ing into revenue of a certain sum of money

L' that is set aside under the Forestry Act tor
forest purposes.

-IlMr. Marshall: It is confiscating the
rmoney.

.%r. LAA't2M: 3No. Probably miost of it

is already spent. A Bill of this nature

usally cones down erer~' year. although it
was missed loiul year. There i6 no doubt the
money is paid into revenue account. It is
necessary to enact legislation of this kind,
anti there should be 1no objection to it.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.58] : I
*app~eal to the MI~inister for Forests who is

also the Treasurer, to see whether it is not
possible to do something with regard to
othier roy' alties that are being paid. Th le
0-overnkent are fostering every other pri-
mnary indlustry, but nre crimping, the timber
industry by every possible meanls. 'The
Government are charging a high ro)y-
alty, amnounting to Fromn is. 6d. to 15s. per
load for tile tighit to work in the timiber in-
dustry. For every load of tiucber that is
exported fromn the State, wharfage dues
amounting to 3s. 9d. are chiarged.

'The Premier: We are not dealing with
that point,

'Mr. J. 1-. S-MITH4 : I have to talk aroun11d
the matter a little in order to arrive at the
coanclusion .1 wanlt the House to come to.
The royalty onl sandalwood to-day, is very
high. The royalty, however, instead of go-
ig- into the revenue of the country is being

p~aidl to the Conservator of Forests, who Ias
comp1 lete control (if it. Is it not possible to
reduce the royaliv in order to give the in-
dlustry a fillip? 11 thle royalty Weall into
general revenue, then the nioney would be
doing some good..

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the lion. member
is not goingy awvay from the subject- matter
of the Bill.

Mr., J., H. SM1'rl{: That is the only point
I desire to make.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Conunittee without
debate, reported witbout amendment, and
the report adopted.
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BILL-LANDI TAX AND INCOME TAX.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collir-lBoul-
der-) (5.31 in moving the second reading
said : This measure is identical with that in-
trodueu last year and in man ,y preceding
years, It has beent an annual measuire for
the past 15 years or more. 1i is nlot pro-
posef) in the Bill to make any alteration
whatevet in the existing legislation; that is
to Fay, the rate of land tax and the rate of
income tax will be the samne as last year. It
is also prop~osed to eontinue the exemption:
that have been allowed in the past ; those
engag-ed in wgrieultnra I. horticul tural, pas-
toral or giazing pursuits will he exempt
from pymient of land tax. Those exemp-
tions mean the sacrifice of a fair amouint of
revenue, hut in these times it is thought that
the people enraged in tho~ze pursuits are in
such a pairlous condition that they are un-
able to pay land tax. There has been a
marked falling-off in the revenue derived
both from! income tax and land tax. In
1929-30 we received for land tax £E219,000:
in 1932-33, £130,000. That, is a very large
decrease. T he estimanted receipts for' this
year are £135,000, only £:5,000 more than
was received Inst year. In 1929-30 we re-
ceived fromn income tax £C340,000; in
1932-33. £169,000: while the estimate for
this yen r is £C160,000.

Mir. Stubhs: That is a big- decrease.
The PREM] ER : Yes, more than halt'.

The loss4: of this revenue hias, of course, very
considerably embarrassed the Treasurer,
who has found it extremely difficult to curry
on in the circumsta nces. The measure is not
a debatable one; it is usually' passed with-
out discussion. I feel there is no need for
mne to labour it. I therefore move-

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by M.Nr. Lathanm, debate ad-
joltrued.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1923-34.

In Committee of suippuj.,

lRe~iumd fromn the previous day. Air. Step-
man in the Chair.

Department of the 'Minister for Agricul-
tnre (Hon. H. MWilngton. Mtinister).

Vote-Agriculture. £61,635 (partly con-
sidered).

MR. FERGUSON (Irwin-Mloore) (5.81]:
The Minister for Agriculture duly impressed
members last night with the fact that the
department uinder his control is the most
important one in W"estern Australia, as we
in this State are dependent to such a tre-
mendous extent upon the welfare of the in-
dustry controlled and directed hr his deC-
pnrtnient. Of course that is so. Iin my
opinion, the officers of the department have
done all that is humanly possible to assist
tile industry iii the difficult times through
which it is passing, and] they are deserving
of every commendation for their efforts,
More especially because they are working
under rather dfifficult conditions. It will be
remembered thint not very long ago we bad
a. visit to Western Australia by Dr, Rivett,
who is rue heaff of the Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research. He was enter-
tained at Parliament House by the Govern-
ment, and most members had an opportun-
ity of listening to what he had to say. He
drew attention to the difficulties under which
the officers of the department were labour-
ing, and one could gather from his remnarks
that similar difficulties ware not experienced
by officers in other Agricultural Depart-
tnents in Australia. He referred somewhat
oarcastiecnlly to the historic old building in
which our Department~ of Agriculture. is
housed, and also to the equipment with
which the scientific officers were provided to
enalble theni to carry out their research
work. While Iwould be the last person to
advocate the expenditure of nioney on elabo-
rate bnildings in which to house civil ser-
v-ants, still I c-onsider it the duty of the Gov-
ernment to p~rovide l)roper facilities for
these officers to carry on theii- work. Thle
building in St. George's-terrace is a tumible-
down affair. At one time it housed all the
civil servants of the State. It is one of the
public buildings that should long ago havei
been relplaced by a modern structure. Duir-
ing- recent weeks it certainly lie been minde
a little more preseutable by the addition of
a coat of paint. From mBy close knowledge
of the building I got the imipression that it
is the coat of paint that holds it together.
The Public Works Department have pre-
pared plans and specifications for the erec-
tion of a new building in front of the old
Do, and I express the hope that in the not
very distant future it will be possible for
the M1inister for Agriculture to persuade his
Leader, the Treasurer, to provide sufficient
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money to enable him to proceed with the
erection of that building. I understand it
is estimated to cost in the vicinity of
C10,00O, and it has to be remembered that
most of that money would be expended iii
WVesterii Australia. I believe greater bene-

fit would accrue to 'Western Australia from
the erection of that building than fruit' the
erection of other buildings that are bvcig
proceeded with at thle present time.

Mr. Wise: It would be a valuable asset.
M~r. FERGUSON: Pending the none when

the State can afford to erect that building,
I suggest to the Minister that when the time
arrives for the returned soldiers to vacate
the building at the back of the Department
of Agriculture--which I take it wvill be in
the near future, when Anzac House is com-
pleted--he should see that the building thus
vacated is mnade available for the officers of
the Department of Agriculture. Whilst it
may not be entirely suitable, it would at
least give the officers a little mnore accom-
mnodation, particularly the scientific officers
of the department, whose accommodation at
present is particularly poor. In various
branches of the department, and I need not
particularise them, in fact, in nearly every
braiieh of the department, the officers are
cramped. There is no room for the carry-
ing onl of research work as it should be
done. As Dr. Rivett pointed out, unless
proper facilities aire provided for these offi-
cers, neither the agricultural community of
the State nor the Government can expect to
receive the same help they have been receiv-
ing in the past from the Council of Scienti-
fic and Industrial Research. Dr. Rivett
pointed out very clearly that unless we were
prepared to help ourselves, it was not
likely that the Council would help us.
Anything that the Minister can do to in-
crease the facilities available, particularly
for the secntific ofticers of the department
who, are carrying out such important re-
search work, will be greatly appreciated. It
appears fromn what Dr. Rivett said. we can-
not expect to get much assistance from the
body with which he is associated, unless
that work is encouraged in this State. M1any
pr:!beinsL confront uts to-day and, in view of
'he fact that provision for that work is quite
utside the possibility of financing by the
Slate Treasurer it will be patent to every-
one that every £1 we can get from the Fed-
eral authorities will be most welcomie to the

Minister for Agriculture and those in whose
interests his officers are operating. It doe
not seemn quite fair that in a new country
like Western Austr-alia, where we are cii-
deavouring to establishL the agrie~ltrdl inl-
dust v in all its branches,' we should lahour
at a disadvantage as compared with the
agriculturists ini the older-settled States.
where there are greater fLcilities available,
aniid where greater advantage can be taken
olf the activities inaugurated by the Federal
Government. I desire to pay a tribute to the
wvork accomplished onl thle State farms, to
which the Minister tor Agriculture referred
hat night when lie introduced his depart-
men tal Estimates. I have had an oppor-
tunit to see each of those farms, and, with
himl, I know the g-reat value to the wheaw-
growers and the vheep muen of Weste rn As.-
Ltrlia of the work that is being carried out
thecre. The assertion that the. continuance of
the hulk wheat plots on the State farms was
not justified iii viewv or the existing state
of the finances, is, in nay opinion, wrong.
As the Minister pointed out, there is no
doubt that the wheat-growers of Western
Australia anxiously seize every opportunity
to secure a bag or two of the stud wheat,
whicht they prize so highly. I venture to
assert that at present, if the Minister had
at his disposal five timtes the quantity avail-
able, he would have no difficulty in distri-
butting it. He has had, as I have had,
opportunities to appreciate the value of the
stud seed wheat in various parts of the
State. It is piateint to every practical farmer
that lhe has no opportunity to rear stud
wheat on his own tanit. Hu cannot afford
to carry ot the work;. in many instances he
has not the necessary facilities, and in other
instances lie Inns riot the knowledge. Onl
the other hand, farmers appreciate the
variety' of wheat that is most suitable for
their respective dlistricts and are only too
pleased to secuire supplies of stud wheat,
withL thme hacking of tile Agricultural De-
,;iitnieiit, so that it will be known that th at

particular wheat is suitablc for their parti-
cular conditions. Moreover, a farmer is
anxious to get the first bag or two from the
department, so that if possible he can sow
the wheat on the best part of his holding
and nunke use of the wheat secured from
that plot for his next seavcon's seeding. I
hope nothing wvill be done to curtai the
builk wheat plots grown on tine State farms.
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The additional cost of producing the bulk
crops is not great, because of the fact that
the necessary plant has to be maintained on
each farm in order to carry out experiments,
and to do the wvork required year by year.
Therefore the maintenance of the plant,
with the small additional amount of labour
necessary, would nut increase, to any great
extent, the cost incurred in the work, The
improvement in the dairying industry men-
tioned by the -Minister is also gratifying,
especially the increase iii the quantity of
our pastures in the South-West, comlbinied
with the results obtained frm the conserva-
tion of fodder. Those two factors have in-
creased the output of butter fat per cow.
If our dairying industry is to assume large
proportions iii the South-West. as I believe
it will, there must be a still further increase
in production per cow. In my opinion that
is the principal way by which dairy farmers
will be able to discharge the obligations they
have incurred to the State and to financia
institutiens. I believe we will gain that end
more quickly by the extension of. the systemt
of herd-testing that was introduced a year
or two ago. I noticed a report in a Vic-
torian paper recently giving the results of
the test carried out by the Wallwa Herd
Testing Association in that State. That
body was inaugurated in 1928, in which
year the average production of butter fat
par cow per Annumn was 150 lbs., whereas
in 103, Or practically four years
later, the average production per cow per
annumn had increased to 256 lbs., an increase
of 106 lbs. per cow. If we take the average
price of butter fat to be is. per lb., that
represents an increase of £.5 6s. per cow per
annum. That might easily represent the
difference between success and failure in anyv
section of the dairying industry. I hope
that, as far as finances will permit-I
understand half the cost of the herd-testing,
activities is contributed by the owners of the
cows-herd-testing will he extended, because
nothing but good can result from such a
movement either to the State as a whole or
to the individual dairyman. I notice that
the Minister did not indicate daring his re-
marks last night what the intentions~ of the
Government were regarding the continuation
of the bull subsidy scheme, which has also
bad a marked effect on improving the type
oh' heifer we have produced in this State. It
has improved the yield of butter fat Frnm
tested cows. I hope the Li1overnment will be

able to provide the small amount of money
necessary to continue the bull subsidy
schleme, which has been in operation for sev-
eral years. The Minister and the officers of
his department are to be commended for
what they are doing regarding stock dis-
eases. I have particularly in mind their
work inL connection with toxic paralysis, a
dread disease that, in my opinion, has
caused the death of a larger number of sheep
in Western Australia than is attributable to
all other diseases grouped together.
What has been done by the veterinary
branch of the department has been reatly
appreciated by the sheep owners, and I
hope the work of the officers will be ex-
tended still further. Despite the recommend-
ations made by the veterinary officers of the
Department of Agriculture that certain steps
should be taken as a preventive measure
against the disease, many sheep owners and
farmners who have small flocks of sheep, do
not know anything about that advice. Al-
though one may tell them, or they may read
reports in the Press, the fact remains that
ninny sheep owners and farmers are not tak-
ing adequate steps to counteract tihe spread
of this dread disease. Everything that can
possibly he done to give wider publicity to
the advice of the veterinary officers should
be adopted by the Government and I am
sure if that course were adopted, it would
be greatly appreciated by the farming comn-
inunity. W"e cannot emiphasise too much
the necessity for the use of suitable phos-
phatic licks in order to minimise the losses
farmers have sustained, as a result of
toxic paralysis. I -was glad to note last
night that the Minister corroborated the re-
marks I had made during the discussion on
the Land Estimates, regarding the activities
of one of his departmental officers, Dr.
Teakie. I do not propose to say any more
on that matter at the moment beyond ex-
pressing mny appreciation of the Minister's
attitude. A gratifying feature of the agri-
cultural industry in this State is the appre-
ciation in wool values that have been re-
corded recently. I notice in to-night's "Daily
News," that at Geelong a record price of
833/4d. was realised for super wool. Prob-
ably, this is the finest type grown in the
world. That is an indication that the rise
we experienced last week gives promise of
being maintained. Shonid that be so, it will
mean that the wool growers of Australia
will once more be able to stand on their own
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feet. Tfhev will not be in) neell, ito a larg-e
extent, of governmental assistance, in which
ease funds available front either tile State
Government or the Federal Government call
ble used to assist the wheat- growers in a
greater measure, and goodness knows, they
waat it badl 'y enough. Thle extremly grati-
fying reception of "Swandown" lmbs oil
the markets of the world indicates that the

right lines wvere adopted byv thle Department
of Agriculture and the lamb committee who
have heet, operating for some time. That

commlnitee consists of officers of thle Depart-
mnt of Agriculture And some of the
breeders. The proposal or-igtinated ait a. field'
day onl thle State farm at Wongan Hills,
when the sugglestion was Mnade IY \I'- Mrefroy
of Mfoora, a man who is keenly interested in

the productionl of hligh-grade lambs for ex-

port, and the proposal was taken ilp by thle
Director of Agriculture. Wheni a committee
was formed, Mr. LeCfroy' became a member
oif it as well as other well -known lmPro-
ducers. They have worked hard and in liar-

mony, and have placed before the potential
Iambh growers of Western Australia wvhat

they considered was thle mlost suitable
type. of lamb to produce for the London

market. I Am glad that a1 large propor-

tion of thle lamb) growers have taken

thle advice of tile coummiitteeC, all or whion are

experienced mien', able to advise because of

k-nowledge gained after a close study of the

problem. A report that appeared in "The
West Australian" recently dealing with the

lambs sent to the Old Country, served to
indicate how highly they were thought of

there. The Agent General (Sir Hall Cole-
batch), in the course of his report, said-

Authorities say that these lambs were tile
best which halve vet Collie from Western Aus-
trimliii, and espresed thle opinion that if tis
qluality uere olaialed the '' Swandown"
b~rand would soon ac quire a very high repU-
tatioli.

Ile also said-
The consigitincilt ,was expected to average

.m. a pouiid, wh)ich was higher than the prices,
ibtailmed for victorian lambls. The price paid
for thle ' Swqandowvn lambs was 81A d. a

pond plus exchange.

Later onl he stated-
There is no doubt that thle'' anonm

....e a iilost attractive lamib.

If we in, Western Australia aire to develop
the fat lamib industry and send forwvard large

quantities to the markets of the Old Country,

we must produce hin Ihs of a type thalt
ii appea to people in the Old Country, a ty pe
that thle people desire to buyi . It is useless
for growver, here to say that such and such
at type Of luunb is suitable for production in
their district. We have to produce the lamubs
that oar- customers desire to buy, and experi-
ence has shown that the "Swandown" lamb
is w~ha t they require. I hope tlhnt efforts wvill
be made by our lamib growers to produce the
right quality of In nh, so that they will be
able to retain the market in the Old Country.
Itrust the 'Minister, in his reply to the de-

)late, will give members a little further in-
formation regarding the investigations ear-
ried out by Dr. Turner of the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research in Queens-
land. Dr. Turner has initiated w~ha t is known
as the Complenmentary fixation test in connec-
tiont with plcnic in cattle, which is a matter
of vital im porta 'we to Western Australia.
With very great reluctance we have been
Comiipelled to prevent the trn sport from the
Kimberleys of cattle that might possibly be
a ffected with I leuro-one of the worst cattle
diseases% known to veterinary science-and
have hadl to restrict their moyvenents in the
areas south of the Kimberleys. One or two
of the stations have been very hard hit as a
result of the prohibition. I refer p)articn-
lark to the Anna Plains station. T should
like the Minister to do everyting that is
hu ma nly possible to enable the A nna Pla ins
cattle to be overlanded to the southern areas,
provided it canl he done with safety. In my
opinion, no risk should be take,,, biecause it
wvould hle far more economical for the Gov-
ernment to purchase all the cattle on the
Anna Plains station and prevent them from
coming South if there was any risk of their
being affected with pleuro. If the investiga-
tions of Dji. Turner at Townsyille are reli-
able, surely they might be utilised on the
Anna Plains cattle to determine whether they
are affected, and whether there would be any
iadue risk inl bringing them down. When
thle cattle were prieventedl front travelling
ov'erland, it was contended by the Royal
Commissioner, who inquired into the matter,
and by the veterinary officers of the depart-
ment, that the risk was too great, but the
march of science continues, and the investi-
gations of an officer like Dr. Turner might,
in course of time, produce a. reliable method
by which the cattle may be tested to deter-
,nine whether or not the3 ' are pleui'o infected.
The latest information I have on the subject
indicates that the method of dejection would
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be effective in about 75 per cent, of the
ca&ses. If we can detect the disease iii only
75 per tent, of the case, the risk of allowintg
these cattle to conme south would be great, but
if, with tile progress of sc-ielree, Dr. Turner
can prove that his test is 100 per cent. clii-
cient, the timue has arrived when we should
place no more additional hardens on. stations
situated as is Anna Plains. If we could take
such action with reasonable safety to
tile biggler cattle inldustrV south Of thle Kinil-
berlev's, we shovuld di)o. I would bie glad
to have the latest information in the Min-
ister's possession, so that menmbers and the
stock owners of the country may realise
whether their interests would be safe-
g-uarded if thle attle wele brought south
and fattened in tire Midland or Murchison
areas as obtaiiied yean' ago before the
plenro got ni far south as it has readlied ic-
dayv. Thie matter is one of great importance
to the cattle indus3try, . The nttitnde of Bel-
giAum in) resenting the fiscal policy of Aus-
tralia i., likely to re-act to the detriment of
the cattle industry in thle Kiruberleys, par-
ticularly East Kimrberley, and uniless smut-
thing can lie done to relieve the position,
I am afraid the pastois lists there will find
themselves in a very bad way. Still wve
cannot afford to have tile Kimuberley cattle
brought south at the irisk of the rest of thle
industr ' , which is tenl times as gr-eat as, that
part in tile Kimberleys,

MR. GRiFrITHS (Avon) [5.331]: I1 wish
to deal with one or two items that I have
niot lientionled ini Inivrevou speecese, oil
the Estiniate5 . I -was pleased to hear the re-
mnarks of the 'Minister about the State farins,
and particularly the State farm at Merre-
(liii. and also his referene-I had previ-
ousl ,v heard it in the district-to a certain
farmier. M1r. H. W. Teasdnle, and the valu-
able return lie got from stud wheat pro-
c-ured fromn tie State farmi-n return of
thirty-fold.

The Mfinister fur Agriculture: J think it
was seventy-fold.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I believe that is cor-
rect. The department of Agriculture is one
of the most important, having almost a
score of sub-departments. Engage in the
research work of thle department are some
ver-v capable officers, amiongst whom I might
instance Mir. Gardiner, Mr. Pitman, Dr.
Teaklc--to muention his namie once more-
slnd Mrf. Newman. This bring,, mie to a

point mntiioned by the meniber for Gas-
coyrte Onl a previous occasionl, but it will
bear repetition,.1. refer to tile housing of
the specimens. collected by those experts,
some of whon have devoted a life-time to
their, work of rese-arch. I believe that M.r,
NewIiOrar is .55 years of age and joined the
departmient as ai boy. Allowing that he was
probulily 15 V'ears o1! age when hie joined the
depiar-tmenit, hie itiust have been there about
40 year's. I believe lie has thousands of
sp)lemes which, housed aS they Mre, m~ight
",I) up it sirioke ait any time. Already two
fires have occurred iii the building, but for-
tanately have been extiguished beforeo
seriousj damuage w-as done. One might fill

tpag-e of' "1-lnsard'' in lauding the work
of the various officers, buit if provision could
he maide for- the better housing of their
thousands of sp~eimiens, they would be mnore
pleased than they: would lie with pages of
"1ftmmiad" eulogising their efforts4. The pre-
vious, speaker mentioned the disease of toxic
paralysis, Which hasL created a very live
problemn in tile Avon and( ]&eigllbOLrt-ing OCC-
to rates. When the member for Irwin-Moore
was Minister hie gave ine a recipe for a lick
which I caus ed to be widely distributed
throng?, my electonate. That lick has
heeti the salvation of many flocks in
my.% elec-torate. It is quite a cheap
pireparation, and I am sure that a good deal
of trouble could be avoided if farmers gener-
ally made the lick available to their sheep.
It would have thle effect of countering the
dle])raved appetite for hone-chewing which
is the cause of most of the trouble. Last
night, while listening to the arguments for
and ag1aitist thle work of Dr. Teakle, I could
rot hielp thinking that if we had had that
officer in charge when tlte Agricultural Bank
authorities were advising men to cultivate
thle wodjil country, scoresi of thousands of
pounds would have been saved, to the State
and to settlers. At that time we needed
experts to tell uts something about soil con-
tent, and to warn settlers not to sow wheat
ON -round containing poisons. When one
considers the numerous and varied depart-
mrits controlled by thme Minister, one can-
riot but feel how interesting his work must be.
Starting at the head office he has the tropical
fruit section ranging from paw-paws, pine-
apples, and bananas to the homely potato.
Then there aire sections devoted to honey, and
veterinary work covering the diseases that
affect cattle in the Kituberleys and sheep and
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wool in the southern areas. Doubtless the
member for Swan will have something to
say about bees and honey. So one could
continue to quote the long list of activities
with which the Minister must occupy him-
self. I wish to express appreciation of the
help I have received from officials in con-
nection with the various prohlems T have
placed before them. Particularly have I in
mind the weed, wild-turnip, a serious pest
that is spreading rapidly in the newer dis-
tricts. Its eradication will need to he tackled
seriously. I am satisfied that if the settlers
will follow the directions given by the de-
partmental officials, they will suceceed in
overcoming a very deadly pest.

MR. SAMLPSON (Swan) [5.40] :A sub-
ject of very great interest to producers. is
parasitology-those minute particles Of in1-
sent life which, breeding so rapidly, bring
devastation and ruin in their train. A great
fight is being w~aged between man and in-
sects. The insects of the world are multiply-
ing in number. There are thousands of
known varieties, while of many, it is said,
there is no definite knowledge. Some are so
infinitesimal as to be invisible to the naked
eye, but many of them definitely are the
enemy of man. It would appear that the
highly developed quality of fruit and other
produce has caused a physical weakness iii
the trees 01 plants, and consequently they,
are apt to fall victims more readily than
would similar trees or plants in their orig-
inal state of development. Fruit, vegetables,
etc., in their first know stages, contained
very little food value while in size and
quality the product was almost negligible.
Only by the careful development of those
products has increased quality been ob-
tained. Through recent ages efforts have
been made to secure improvement. That has
been so, not only in English-speaking coun-
tries but in all countries where a true and
propel v iew of' the subject is taken. I re-
call having had the privilege of inspecting
an agricultural school garden out from Ot-
tawa where were to be seen the homely
carrot, turnip, pea, cabbage, cauliflower,
etc., all under close scrutiny by students and
others, the object being to improve the
growth and produce a better article for
human use. It was possible to see native
berries, indigenous to certains parts of
Canada, that in their wild state were almost
worthless from the standpoint of food value,
but efforts were being made by selection,

pruning, and other methods, to make the
berries of great use. Diverting for a moment
from the product of the orchard or garden,
let me refer to the mileb cow. The cow has
been developed to such an extent through
the desire of man to secure as much milk as
possible from the animal that, in common
with fruit trees and other producing media,
it has become weakened, and has to he
wvatched closely to prevent its falling a
victim to some disease. So, in the
efforts the producer is putting forth
to secure at greater return, a change is
being effectedl; the balance of nature is being
overturned, it may he because of the insect
pests which are causing the entomologists so
much worry. These pests are multiplying to
an alarming extent, I~t is claimed that if on
the .1st April one tiny female cabbage aphis
lays her eggs, then by the middle of the fol-
lowing August, provided all the mother
aphis live, her descendants will number
5oo quadrillion. The prolificacy of the aphis
is ,almost inconceivable. Another interesting
fact is that the conmmon polyphemus moth is
capable of eating for a 56 dlay period,
86,000 times its own weight. Only
sometimes are the entomologists able to win
alit in theiir fight against the rapid multi-
plication of enemy insects. Tn 1928 the
United States Congress spent over two mil-
lion pounds oin the corn borer campaign. It
is stated that this ravager has cost the United
States 23 millions sterling. It usually attacks
wheat, cotton, tomatoes and tobacco, and the
fig-ure I have just quoted is rapidly increas-
ing. Its extermination appears to be im-
possible; at the most, control is hoped for.
The position with regard to most of these
insects is that they are multiply' ing at a
terrific rate and becoming acclimatised in
almost every country.

Mr. North: The effect will he to raise
p~rices.

Mr. SAMPSON: The trouble is that the
best of the products suffer from the ravages
of the pest. It has been stated by one scien-
tist that Lindbergh, the famous airmail,
picked up scores of new insects on one of
his grest flights. This may sound like fie-
tion, but I am assured it is correct. The
statement was made by someone on whom
reliance can be placed.

Mr. Griffiths: Did Lindbergh pick up the
insects on his body?

Mr. SAMPSON: No, on the plane. The
cotton weevil in the United States costs that
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country 364 million sterling a year. The
question is asked in all countries whether
insect pests are receiving- attention and
whether man is succeeding in his effort to
control them. In America the termite does
damage to the extent of 64 millions. annu-
ally. There also, cattle of a value of
£E7,700,000 are destroyed by the heel fly. The
Colorado beetle costs the United States 64
million pounds, that being the extent of the
damage done to potatoes annually. Twenty-
three muillion pounds worth of damage is the
:result of the depradations of the chinch
bug Jpeach borer and] clothes moth. The
figures I have (quoted relate to America
only and it all goes to show titat in tlhe final
analysis we most depend upon the(- entonio-
logist and the natural enemy of the pests
must be found. There are also lady-birds.

Mr. Marshall: They are always pests.
Mr. SAMPSON: The lady-bird is a para-

site and the name we give it is really at comn-
pliment, because the lady-bird is a bug' It
may be that this nme has been given it be-
cause it is a useful insect as far as we are
concerned. Corning nearer home, 1 draw
attention to the facet tha 't in spite of world-
wide difliculties, which exist also in our
midst to a lesser extent than elsewhere, we
find that the vote for the entomologist re-
mains the same this year aS last year, namnely
£442. It is clear that in view of th e
rapid multiplication of insect pests, mnore
mioney must be found to eujC withi (lie
trouble. The vote for fruit and orchard tin-
spection is shown as £1,550, an amount which
is £C55 less than that of last year. Bow the
Government canl justif ,y these f-ires I do
not know. It is certain that there is wide-
s~pread anxiety regarding the increase iii the
insect pests and the growers are worried over
the position. Every known product almost
is liable to he attacked by some pest or
other, and sonic of thme products arc subject
to attack from mnany pests. The question
of inspectors in the department is one about
which members are concerned. I notice
in the Estimates that the amount for the
travelling inspectors this year is £1,850
against £2,000 last year, while freighits and
fares this year total £1,600 against tL1.7O
last year. The amount for motor hire. etc..
remains the same, but in the instances
quoted the figures this year are lower than
those of last year.

Mr. Cross interjected.

Mr. SAMPSON The hon. member is
usually -right, but he is not correct this time.
Everywhere we see there has been a cutting
down. Consider what that mneans. Already
throughout the fruit-rowing districts there
is widespread anxiety and discontent over
the lack of inspection. If it is impossible
for the Government to provide funds for
necessary inspections, the question of ap-
pointing honorary inspectors might be con-
sidered. I know it is niot a very nice thing
for art honorary inspector to examine his
neighbour's orchard.

Mr. Marshall1 : How would you like to
accepot tin honorary office and then inspect an
orchard where you knew in~eets were multi-
plyin~g rap~idly!

Mtr SAMPSON: It lias been done in, thme
Past and it looks its if it will have to be done
in the future- The inspectors have not
sufficient transport to cetable theml] to do their
work. TJhle department is not provided
with sificient funds to enable themn to
do0 their ib~ properly. Inspectors should be
travellingi aill the time, advising orchardists
and helping them to clean nip the trouble that
is always; present.

Mr. Moloney: v What dlid the previous Gov-
CrIrIent do?

'Mr. SAMI1'SON : They did not do nearly
aMs mun1ch as they should hav~e done.

21r. Lathm: Whait can yon dto when you
have niot the mioney9

Mr. SAM0PSONY: It is a bad- policy to eat
down inspectorial expenses. It is futile to
expect our growers to compete with other
countries unless they receive the assistance
they require.

The Miniister for Agriculture: Will you
mention the namie of one inasa who does niot
rer-eive travelling expenses.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not here to answer
quesctions submitted by the Minister. But to
that one I can reply by asking the Minister
whether anyv inspector is provided with the
mecans to enable him to reach orchards which
arc known to be affected.

The Minister for Agriculture: Certainly.
Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister has been

misin formed. Not once or twice, but over
and Over a~gain have I told this story that
inspectors are very rarely seen in certain
part-, of the countr y.The Minister for Agriculture : Not one
complaint has reached Tue. The p~eople are
very well satisfied with the' inspections ats
they are carried out to-day.
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Mr. SAM2PSON: I am not com11plaining-
;pbout the personnel Of the inspeetorial staff

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
provided with motor cars.

M1r. SAM1PSON: A little while ago re-
garding fruit (13y 1, asked the Minister
whether ally' prosecutions hadl been
launched, and the Minister said lie was un-
able to find particulars in respect of any
prosecutions. That is ;an admission that the
ittspectois are tot tarrying out their duties.

The Minister for 4-griculture: iNo, the
insp ectors lire keep ing the a rchawrdists uip
to scratch.

Mri. SAMUNPSON: They v a hove doijng tlici
hest, hut I have been toild there is truit-ily
throughout those districts. 1. know there is,
and that in at week or twvo we shlt I e heat-
ill, if it. The vcrv time when th is job
should be tackled is rapidly passing.

The Minister for Agriculture: 'flit is the
orchardists' job.

Mdr. SAMPSON: I know it is. We have
plenty (if legisla tion, and all that is needed
is that it should het cartried into effect.

The miniister Eor A gricutu nre : I will see
to that.

MIr. SAMP'SON: I am gldad to hear that,
because the, 11 ' vItas been unduly protected,
tot oly ina the orchard districts bitt in the
imettopolitatt area, where there aire backyard
Orcha.rds antd wek-entd Orchards whiich, as
the seasonl advancs, will me found to he
reeki tig ivi th flies. ' Tere has been too much
loving, k indtess I avished 0n this insect, and
vetry little ation is ever taken against it.
\lemi we find that for 12 months no action
has been token, it is time to criticise the
depa rtinent: and I criticise it, first through
the T reasuryv, becau:se the moniev has iot
beeni found with which to provide means
for the proper inspection of Orchards. Even
so, some action should have been taken, be-
cause it would not cost muchb to send a
couple of men through the metropolitan
area. T again refer to that flagrant case in
Adelaide-terrace, where 4,000 flies were
trapped. ft is unfair to the real orchard-
ists. The fact that a mnan is a good omehar-dist
does not nean that he is protected fromt the
fly, for one careless grower miay' breed
enough flies to contaminate a whole district,
as frequent]l'v happens. I hope the Minister
will agree.

The Mfinister for Alririlture: I do not
know w~hat it is you wvish tue to ag-ree with.

Ui. SAMIPSON: That this work neceds to
l)e done, that there should be inspections,
that action should be taken whlen fruit-fly
is dliscov-ered: inl oilier words, that I he exist-
ing- legislation should be admninistered. I
have told the ex-Minister for Agriculture
that the Act was more than: less it dlead
letter.

The Mfinister lop Agriculture: Not the
Plant Diseases Act? That is administered
better in this Slate than in ainy' other State.
That is why we have n codlin moth.

Mr. S.0MPSON: TJhe other night I sub-
til ~ted figures regardinhg ofiliers working in
this State and in New Sot l Wales. Them

ai marked dilitinction.
'rhe Mlinister f.tr Ilgriculturc: One

would look for a marked distinction in a
wealthy State like Victoria.

Mr. SAMPSON: Th~e Mlinister will admit
that there is it, difficulty' about an inspector
.going out, seiiring somec eases and launch-
ing prosecutions. We want prosecutions
for the non carrying out of the provisions
or the Plant Diseases Act, and punishment
of those wrho rio not carry out w'hat is re-
rinired.

Mr. Fere-son : Tf it wveie done without
ally prosecution, would not that be better?

Vt. SAMPSON: No: wve want the publi-
ration of the fact that the department is
wide awake, after which. no doubt, the pub-
lic wvill do what is neeessary. Why not make
the provisions; of the Plant Diseases Act
known to the suburban orchardists? It
would he possible for somec posters to he
printed and copies "ent to each school in
the metropolitan area and the outer subur-
ban area, showing the life history of the
fruit-fly. Also small handbills could be
printed and paiiulta, given as to the
means by which the fly can be controlled.
If that wvere done, and the handbills distri-
huted throughout the schools, it would mark
o definite step forward.

Mr. Lambert: You know it is impossilc
to police that Act, it would cost thousands.

Mr. SAMPSON: No, the leaflets need he
hut small and would contain only essential
particulars. That would not cost very
much. A few weeks ago I was delighted to
hear- the member for Yilgaqrn-Coolq' ardie
give notice of motion regarding the
fruit-firv. When we find a member
whose chief duty lies in the metalli-
ferous areas, the gold mining districts,
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realising that little or nothing has been
done to combat the fruit-fly, it is time mem-
ben associated with fruit-growing districts
took up the matter and demanded that the
Act be administered. That is all I ask for.

Mr. M.yarshall: You must know that I
have four young trees on my place.

Mr. SAMPSON: With that strict regard
for the law which characterises the bon.
member, no doubt he will look after them.
If it be impossible for the Government to
see that the Act is carried out, perhaps hon-
orary inspectors might be appointed. How-
ever, I hope that will not be necessary, that
the Minister will carry into effect the duties
hie has accepted. I am told the fly is be-
comning aeclimatised and has been hatched
out at as low a temperature as 22 degrees of
frost.

Mr. Lambert: Centigrade or Fahrenheit?

IMfr. SAMNPSON: It is amazing to think
that a fly accustomed to hot countries can be
hatched out at that temperature; it proves
the hardy nature of the insect and that it is
becoming acclimatised. It may not be long
before Aft. Barker and Bridgetown have the
fly in thousands.

Mr. Lambert: You sought to amend my
motion so as to make it inoperative.

Mr. SAMPSON: Nothing of the sort; I
sought to amend it to make it reasonable and
practicable.

Mr. Marshall: A very good amendment,
too.

MUr. SATMWSON: It will be just as well
to carry the amended motion, for it will be
a further suggestion to the Minister that
something shouldble done. I.know the Min-
ister is keen on doing whatever may be pos-
sible and, on looking at the figures in the
Estimates, I realise that the money he re-
quires is not being provided. But it would
be possible to send out one or two men to
tour the metropolitan area and take action
wherever they find any evasions of the Act.
I am told we are unable to send fruit to
New Zealand because of the scandal of the
fruit-fly, although the 'Murray River districts
and South Australia generally are permitted
to send citrus to New Zealand. This is a
very grave position for Western Australia,
for it means that our markets are becoming
more and more limited. It is generally re-
cognised that our citrus is equal to the best
Californian citrus, for Western Australia,
like California, is specially adapted to its
production. Speaking of markets, let me

refer to the position in Palestine, where the
Back-to-Palestine movement has brought
about special activity in the cultivation of
citrus.

The CHAIRMAN: Is Palestine mentioned
in this Vote?

Mr. SAMPSON: It has a definite asso-
ciation with the Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: Very well.
Mr. SAMPSON: Last year Palestine ex-

ported over 4,000,000 cases of oranges, each
containing 1.1/3rd bushels. The other day
I received a letter from a brother-in-law
travelling in Palestine.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAIMPSON: Before tea I was re-
ferring to a visit paid to Palestine by a
brother-in-law, and I propose now to read
an extract from a letter he has sent me:-

We motored through Palestine for a few
days. It is mstking rapid headway, and mil-
lions of eases of citrus fruits are exported.
Over 200,000 people are now settled
therc, and provision to house 250,000 more
from Germany. Some 600 shops, factories,
warehouses and dwellings have been built dur-
ing the past seven months at a city called
Tcl-n-viv, which now has 100,000 inhabitants
and 20 years ago was a sand dune.
Fortunately, the oranges produced in
Palestine do not reach the English mar-
ket at a time when they arc competitive
with Australian oranges. The Palestine
fruit is well advanced to maturity by May.
A suggestion has been made that a date
should be fi-xed when the marketing of
navel oranges should cease. That is worthy
of consideration. The date suggested is
between the 15th and 20th November. By
that date navel oranges start to dry out,
and the frnit is not as good as it is earlier,
and Valencia oranges could come in.
That is important in view of the great
competition, and consideration should be
given to the suggestion. It is gratifying
to note that the recent trial shipment of
oranges to the Old Country turned out so
well. The future of the citrus industry
is fraught with grave anxiety. Five pro-
posals have ben advanced which it is be-
lieved are worthy of consideration and
which it would be beneficial to carry out.
They are-

(1) The necessity for a conservative policy
in regard to new plantings; (2) The outstanid-
ing importane of the maintenance of a high
standard of efficcy in production; (8) the
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importance of early action to explore the pos-
sfibilities of developing a more extensive ex-
port trade, particularly with Canada and the
United Kingdom; (4) the need for a more
representative organisation of the industry to
render possible the extension of export; (5)
the dependence of thle industry upon Govern.
ment co-operation in the exploration of mar-
kets9 and the conduct of scientific research,
in cultural and irrigation practices, and prob.
lems associakted with conditions of transport
and the preservation of fruit during trans-
port.

All will have learned wvith regret the
serious loss which apple growers recently
suffered. Despite the criticismn which has,
so often been levelled at controlled Mar-
keting, it is clear that something along
these lines is necessary. Excessive
quantities of apples should not be
put on the market at the one time.
An improvement iii that respect might be
effected by better organisation in respect
to shipping. That is an important question
and is causing apple growers a lot of
anxiety, and is costing a lot of
money. New Zealand has adopted a
wise practice in regard to dist-ribu-
tion in the Old Country. and an ex-
tension of that principle might be con-
sidered in view of the shipping difficultyv
that exists. Many growers advocate the
package charge for local markets. They'
claim that the lpresent method, whereby
commission and account sales charges are
made is unfair. A charge at so much per
case, crate, or bag, would have the effect
of improving the quality of the product
sent to market. It is essential, if fruit
rowing and the market gardening indus-

tries are to pay their way, that only the
best products shall be offered for sale.
Some growers appreciate the fact that
quality pays, hut all do not adopt the cor-
rect practice. Before tea I -was referring
to the amazing fecundity of the cabbage
aphis. I stated that some insect pests
are so microscopic that it is believ-
able that many exist which cannot
be discovered even with the aid of
a magnifying glass. The question I wvas
asked was as to the number of descend-
ants of one female cabbage aphis. The
descendants would number 560 quadrillion,
conditional on the whole of the eggs being
fertile and all the resultant insects living.

The Minister for Emnplo-yment: If
people do not believe that, they can count
them for themselves.

Mr. SAMPSON. That reminds me ol
the old quaitraini-

Little fleas have other fleas
Upon their backs to bite 'em,

Anid other fleas have smaller fleas
Awld so adi infinitum.

MR. WISE (Cascoyne) [7.40): 1 was
very interested in the remarks ot the Min-
ister on the operations of his department.
I can well understand his feelings of pride
at being in charge of it. The same thing
applies to the remarks of the ex-Minister for
Agriculture, who played a big part in the
activities of the department. One member
has already touched on the housing of the
officers. As I said during the general debate
onl the 'Estimates, it is deplorable that they
should have to work undcer such restrictive
conditions. The room where the scientists
are forced to do their work could be covered
by a, sheet of blotting paper. The accom-
modation of the plant pathoilogist and other
officers is so small that it would] not be
possible to swing a cat there without serious
in 'jury to the animal. The accommodation is
out of k-eeping with the activities and the
very goodI work of the department. The ex-
Minister said it was a historical building. If
so, let us keep it as such, for it is out of
keeping7 with thle work the officers are doing.
The ramifications of the department have
been traversed by previous speakers. I hope
the Minister listened attentively to one of the
suggestions mande by the member for Swan,
seeing that it mnight bring, in a lot of revenue
to the department. He suggested that the
Minister should launch wholesale prosecu-
tions in. the Swan electorate against those
who are evading the provisions of the Plant
Diseases Act.

Mr-. Samapsonm: You might be sure there is
no fly in the Carnarvon bananas.

Mr. WISE: The hon. memnher has not
been there.

Mr. Sampson: I have.
Mr-. WISE : The hon. member Would

probably assist the Minister by acting as
honorary inspector. Of course he woul d not
do any electioneeringv as he went along.

Mr. Sampson: Do you not think prosecu-
tions should be launched?

Mr. WVISE: The suggestion is not a bad
one, and the Miinister might take note of it.

Mr. Sampson: Why suggest electioneer-
ingi

Mr. WISE: Further provision should he
made for inspectors in the North-West.
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Mr. Ferguson: Why not advisersf
Mr. WISE: In the Noath-West there is

one veterinary surgeon and one stock inspec-
tor to cover an area larger than two of the
Eastern States. Both are excellent men.
Carnar-von at one time had a permanent
stock inspector stationed there, but the office
has been empty for a few rears It is unfair
to the district and the North-West in
general that oniy one officer should be avail-
able to cover that large territory. Stock
Inspector McDonald, who is stationed at
Derby, is an efficient officer and did excel-
lent work when temporarily engaged in the
district. I hope the Minister will study
the people of the North-West, and ac-
knowledge that one veterinary surgeon
and one stock inspector are insufficient to
cover that territory throughout the year.
On the general discussion on the Estimates
I briefly touched upon. the terrific losses in
sheep through the blow-fly pest, and I said
that that was a matter calling for serious
and urgent attention. On one station alone
this year, the loss w-as riot less than £4,000.
Unfortunately, in somec scasons the flies
breed quite as rapidly as the aphis mentioned
by the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson).
ft is almost impossible to cope with this
trouble by crutching or adopting the usually
recog-nised means, for the simple reason that
it is not possihle to muster the sheep during
the greater portion of the year-. The de-
pertinent might well explore every avenue
possible when experimenting with the blow-
fly pest. In Queensland, in open country,
the -blow-fly pest has assumed serious pro-
portions. in this State, with the scrub and
brushy growth peculiar te, the country, the
fly presents an entirely different problem
from that in the Eastern States. Our De-
partment of Agriculture is differently con-
stituted fromt the Agricultural Departments
in the other States; that is something which
perhaps time may alter. Singling out one
particular item, I venture to draw the atteni-
tion of members to the salary paid to the
very efficient officer who is designated the
secretary of the department. In almost every
other department in the State there is an
onder-secretary who is paid from £700 to
£800 per annum. The officer I refer to, Mr.
Jones, is a wonderfully capable officer. He
has, a thorough rip of every sub-depart-
ment under him. He carries tremendous re-
spoasibility. He is the director's adviser in
very many matters. He controls the whole

of the staff, and yet be is paid but £461 per
annum. In every respect but namie, M1r.
Jones is the un tde r-secreta ry of the depart-
ment. I hope that before long it will be pos-
sihie to alter his classification. Perhaps the
Minister will make a recommendfation that
this officer should be paid a salary conmon.
surate with the value of his work. I1 am
very pleased at the recent appointment of a
tropical adviser for the North-West. When
the gentleman who has been appointed to
the position arrives, I am sure the depart-
mnafwill reader him all the assistance pos-
sible to carry on the wonderful work that it
is possible for him to do in the North-West.
tNot the least important part of that -work
will be the introduction of new plants from
other parts of the world. That is a phase
of North-West development which must be
recognised and respected. It is possible to
introduce plants into the North-West from
other countries with a similar climate. The
introduction of such plants would mean the
addition of vast sums to the revenue of the
State. If we could introduce but one plant
to the State, the advantage to the State
would be very great. Many members do
not realise the startling and striking differ-
ences between the tropical parts of Western
Australia and the tropical parts of Eastern
Australia. In Eastern Australia in the
same latitude as Onslow, I think the rain-
fall is ninety inches. We have a 9-inch
rainfall. The same applies throughout the
whole length of our tropical coastline. There-
f ore, it is not possible to compare Western
Australia with Eastern Australia in that
irzpeet.

Mr. Sampson: Do you think it is conuner-
emialy p~ossible to produce fruit in the North?

Mr. WISE: Yes, in places. There are
sonic areas in the far North adjacent to
Wyndham, and perhaps at Port George and
othr small places, where mnany tropical
fruits can be grown. T am very pleased that
the appointment 1 refer to has been made,
and I am sure every facility will be given
to the officer concerned to carry out his ia-
portant duties.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [7.52] : I
had niot the opportunity and thre pleasure of
hecaring- the Minister introduce his Estimates
last ight, but I would like to congratulate
him, and through him, the officers of the de-
partment upon the work they have been
doing since he assumed office. Generally
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spea king, sinace the G overnm ent have taken
control, they- have not met with much criti-
cisin probably because members were de-
sirous of giigthem anl opportunity of
sizing up tine j)osition in which they found
themselves, aill( brin ging down, the pol1icy
which they de~si red to put into Operation
during their tenare of oflee. At the same
timea one can not but view wvithn somne appre-
hiension the fact that recently the Premier
sta ted we were a j)Jroanhing the end of thle
pra~ient session. O'ne is incinmed to view
that position with a little alarmi from thle
point of view of the agriculturist. We have
hlad rather lavish expcnditn ic of Inonen in
the city to p~rovide work for those who. in1-
fortunately, have not bee,, able to find it,
owing to the depression, hilt not x'eiv' aunc
nioney has been ma'k available to such anl
important dlepartnt as the Agricultural
Department. [Previouis speakers and others
have made reference to thle buildings in
whiclh the department is housed. One likes
to see a department well housed, anad one
would prolbalbly think it a matter for con-
gratulation that the present premises have
been recentl 'y painted and improved.

Mr. 'Marshall : They look like sonie of our
flappers-a bit flash for the time being.

Mfr. SEWVARD: .1 amn sorry the building-
has been painted, because it wvill mean a
prolongation of the terma of occupancy by
the department. I would like to see the de-
pairtinent's occupancy of the premises ter-
minated, because, as the previous speaker
said, it is impossible for the officers to give
of their best. while housed in that building.
I was onl or a deputation that wvaited onl
the Nlinister a few days ago. There were
onl ly five or six of. us, hut when we got into
his office, the director and thle Minister hm
self being :nls,, present, there was no r',om
for anyone else. What that room muist be
like in the middle of summer one can easily
inangine. The director and other officers
occupy small cubicles, in which they are ex-
pected to carry onl their work. I hope the
time will soon arrive when the department
will be remnoved1 from tlhoqe premises alto-
grethecr. SuggeCstions ]lave been made that
thley% can be enlarged and that a newv build-
in- can he erected in front of them, also
that the department could take over the
premises now occupied b 'y the returned sol-
diers. I hope that proposal will not be car-
ried into effect, because I think it unsuitable

to have habnito ries, where experimients are
Ieitig arriedl out oin alninlals, situated in
the hl t of the city. The Minister, the head
or the dlepartmnent. and administrative offi-
cers should be in the heart of thle city, but
the laboratories should be situated some dis-
tamee fronm the centre of the city. I hope
this sugg-esiomi will be given effect, so that
thne important wvork upon which the scientific
offiervs of thle department are engaiged call
b)e jpursue(] to the oitutost li mit. A nothei
matter upon wvhiich I desire to touch con-
itra., tile operations of the vermin boards.
I have already brouln~lt this matter privately
before the Iiinister. At the present time
bonuses of certain amounts are paid for the
scalps of vermin, £12 for flogs, 10s. for foxes
an NI to onl. Foxes have beenl increasing at
a v'ery alarming rate. Only ]last Sniday a
por 'y in the Oreat Southern district came
across a fax with eight young ones. The
pa itY %wein un able to ea tel the pests, but
in any ease it was said the bonus; did not
make it worth while to eatch theni. Hitherto,
when the vermin board have been asked to
increase the amount of the bonus to be paid
for foxes, the reply has been that there wvas
not 10belijent mioney to permit of the bonius
being increased. Onl looking througph the
accounts of tile vermnin boards for last year
I find the collections announted to £21,506,

wile tine anmnount paid out in bonauses was
.c2&302. so thant the collections were only'
£2,600 short of the bonuses paid. Under thle
present systein thne fox skills are destroyed.
Wonidl it not he possible for the ski,i: to
be treated, pluced onl thle market and sold?
Thie proceds could be paid inito the vermin
fa i( for thle purpose of increaising the
oiojan nt of the I onuts. At present thne skinls
a resim)ply slit night dIown froni the head to
thne tail and so ruined.

.\f. Ferzisoz,: Is the skin of any value?
Mr. SEWVARD: I think so. I hiope thle

Minister wvil IIgive thle suggestion careful
consideration. Another matter xdii i, at
presenft very scions is toxic paralysis, wvith
which, of course, is closely allied the rabbit
qhuestion. T know anny owners of proper-
ties a, e refraining froni poisoning rabbits
by thle cart because of their liability to lose
sheep owing to the sheep eating dead rab-

it.It is possible to kill the rabbits by
Fumigating the burrows. I know of mnany
instances where the carIt l)±s becen, rut
round the paddock, but there was no
poison laid. T hope the officers of the
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department will pursue their investigations
into toxic paralysis with a view to overconi-
ing that disease. While on this subject, I
congratulate the Mfinister on the letter which
I received recently giving details of the de-
partment's proposed investigations this year.
There is one point in that letter, however7
which has raised a little doubt in rn%' wind.
It relates to the experiments at Avondale.
Avondale is not what one mighit term anr
average farm. The feeding properties of the
pastures on Avondale anre probably richer
than those onl an ordinary farmn and there-
fore experimnrts carried out at Avondale
would not give the same results as if carried
out onl a farm which is actually k-now-n to
be so deficient in pastures that the sheep on
it are dying from eating dead rabbits. If
it were possible to confine the experiments
to such farms, the results would be much
better. The rabbit problem is much more
serious than mny farmers in the countr-y
districts; appear to realise. Last week-end I
wats speaking to a man who told Inc be bad
been funiigating throughout the year andl
also bhad a. nil going round with a poison
cart, arid yet there were mnore rabbits on
his property than there were at the begin-
ning of the year. Thre rabbit problem is
reaching a point ait which the Government
will have to consider convening a conference
of delegates fromn various parts of the State
to formiulate iipolicy to deal with the in-
vasion. I do niot know what the position in
the South-West is, but should the rabbits
invade the South-West and the Great South-
ern areas, I cannot see how we will be able
to cope with them because feed and] water
will be available for themn throughout the
whole year. It will be an entirely different
proposition there cornpa red with the prob-
lem in the wheat belt with its drier season.

Mr. MeLartv: Thre rabbits do not increase
iii the South-WVest.

Mr. -Mann: But they will.
Mr. SEWARD: T was in Gippsland at a

time when the rabbits invaded that part of
Victoria. I went on to one property where
one could not see the bellies of the cows
because of the tall growth of clover, rye
grass and other feed. T asked the farmer
what hie was going to do in anticipation of
tire inroads of rabbits. He told me he was
not going to net his property because the
other farmers surrounding him were netting
their holdings. Twelve months later I agalin
visited the property and there was no more
feed to be seen than there is3 in St. George's

Terrace. The country in the South-West
may he regarded as somewhat similar
and I ani afraid the rabbit problemf
will be anl extremely serious one ini
tliat part of the State. 1 hope that
the question of the mesh to be adopted
for wire netting purposes will receive
the f-onsideratioli of the Glovernmient.
I have seen many eases going to prove that
the 1.;-inch mesh is not small enough A busi-
iteas manl told me that what purported to be
li1-inchi mesh netting wvas really li-inch
miesh. if that is so, it can hardly be won-
dered at that rabbits pass through the mesh.
One oh the (lclartmnental officers has comei
in for- criticism-I refer to Dr. Teakle. 1
shall riot say anything about that matter; Dr.
Tealie is a scientist anid I presume he know:;
tris subject. I appreciate the fact that he has
done v-ery good work, but I wish to give the
Committee figures dealing with the other side
of the problem. They shrew the results oh-
tamned fronm the counitry areas that have been
referred to in connection with the alkali
qulestion. The country I refer to is east of
Hyden Rock arid then south-east along Lake
Caomm arid Lake Barlee. The blocks aver
age a distance df 35 mniles from a railway
arid ini some instances the farmners are cart-
ing fur 60 miles. In the year 1931-32 8,343
acres were tinder wheat and produe(d 36,353
bags, or an average of 15 bushels to thre
acre. There were 54 acres tinder oats, which
produlcedi ]16 hugljs or anl average oft J2
bushels per acre. fIn that ' ear there wits 110

fallow provided for the subsequent seasoji.
hit 19:32-33, 14,024 acres were under wheat
and1( produced 66,446 bags of wheat, or
anl average oif 14.57 hushels per acre. Re-
gariug oats, 208 acres were uinder crop and
produced 1,156 bags, or an average of 16.2
bushels per~ acre. In addition, 2,350 aceres
were under fallow. .For the present year,
103-34, 14,755 acres are under wheat and
735 acres ire under oats. If thant counitry
is riot worth preserving. anid encouraging,
thin Western Australia must have sonic very
valuable country to throw away. I do riot
say that Dr. Teakie's investigation should not
he undertaken; far from it. On the other
hand. I say that the country should not hie
r-ondenined, but the farmers who arc there
should he assisted in order to prove the count-
try. There are 43 settlers in occupation of
blocks, and there nr2 28 abandoned farms.
Exactly just htow fur assistance should he
rendered is a matter to be determined, hut
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in order to prevent any rush to take advent- tralia has lagged woefully behind in the
age of assistance authorised by the Agricul-
tural Bank, it would be better to retain the
45 settlers onl their farms and give them aill
the necessary assistance to enable them to
prove, from a practical standpoint, whether
we should persist with that part of the State.
Some of the agricultural inspectors who
known the coun try well, consider it is emi-
nently suitable for big stock. We have not
much land of that type in that portion of
the State. They also say it is good sheep
country, provided the holdings are jetted.
I have nothing further to say beyond call-
gratulating the Minister onl the steps taken
by his officers to combat the various dlis-
eases that are prevalent, and to reiterate the
hope that the time is not far distant when
proper accommodation will be provided for
the officers of the Department of Agricul-
ture.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [8.6]: One who is interested in
agriculture could listen with appreciation
to the speech made by the Minister in in-
troducing his Estimates. It is quite trite,
as the Minister indicated', that, generally
speaking, the department is offleered by
men who are enthusiastic in the work they
undertake. I trust the Minister wvill see
that they do not become too routine in
their operations. The Minister devoted
much time to outlining the activities of de-
partmental. officers. They have become
largely routine; they are doing valuable
and necessary work. It is true that, wvith-
out the opportunity to avail ourselves of
the advantage of the State experimental
farms in replenishing our exhausted seed
wheat, oats and other cereals, it would
be difficult for our wheat-growers and agri-
culturists generally to progress without
diminishing their yields to a large extent.
I have been farming for a good while and
T know that one has to keep his yield
up, otherwise one will not farm for long.
The only wayv the yield can be kept up is by
means of careful cultivation andi seeing
that one has proper stud seed, or replen-
isluing supplie swith improved stud wheat
from the State farms. While we recognise
the splendid work that is being done, we
must appreciate the fact that agricultural
development throughout the world has been
revolutionised during the past few years.
I amn inclined to believe that Western Aus-

conipetition for the world markets. i shalf
not weary members by dealing with a
question I have frequently discussed in this
Chamber, but I ala sorry that a Marketing
Bill is not to be introduced this session.
I have devoted much time to the problem
of marketing and I am associated wvill) :ii
organisation that does a lot of work in
that direction. Year by year we have ex-
perienced great difficulty because wve find,
with our- raiifications and thne extont oh'
our capital, that the limitations regarding
competition make it difficult to inaket our
commodities and to feed thle market so as
to get results that would be possible it' the
producers wvere able to organise here as
they can in other parts of the world.
Throughout the world, countries that are
big producers of what the world needs ilk
the form of foodstuffs, have developed or-
g1anisations on a State basis. Tfie Govern-
nments oncerned take an active part ill the
marketing of the commodities, subsidise
the producers and interfere with the matr-
keting of other nlations that buy their
commodities. We have had the Sad ex-
perience of 'Western Australia, and Ntis-
tralia generally, losing the possibility of
marketing large quantities of wheaT in the
Far East as we were able to do
in former years. W~estern Australia pro-
fited by operations in those markets and
was able to get rid of a lot of our surplus,
wheat. Unfortunately, America has stepped
in, not through individual growers or
through a special organisation, but its a
nation itself. Under the Amnerieani ie-
coven' plan,' the Government have taken
a hand in the marketing of American
wheat, with the result that the 6overn-
ment have arranged to reader financial as-
sistance to China. As a result of the niego-
tiations with the Chinese Governmenat. if
there be ally such body in China, or, at on '%
rate, with anl organisation in China,
America arranged for the financial assist-
ance not in the form of money, bitt inl anl
equivalent supply of wheat to iniet
Chinese requirements. The only way Aus-
tralia can continue to compete inl the
Chinese market is to proceed along similar
lines. It is impossible for any one or-
ganisation to do that or for any one State.
It is a matter for national operations and
to accomplish that, an entirely different
organisation is required from those that
exist to-day. From that standpoint, I nin
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disappointed that more has not been done
to help the producers. We all recognise
what is being done by the various experts
in the aid of industry. We appreciate the
fact that they have relieved producers of
a certain amount of anxiety and have pre-
vented the extension of difficulties. But
the problems of production can always be
overcome by a combination of producers.
Experts can assist them in their difficulties,
but the fact remains that much can l)C
done by local co-operatiun and exchange of
opinion. I will not discount what the ex-
pert oficers of the Department of Agri-
culture arc doing in that direction, but
that is not the problem of to-day. The
problem now is to get rid of what we.
are producing. It is not a pmatter
of increasing our production, but of
marketing what we are now producing.
That can be (lone only by Western Aus-
tralia getting into line with other nations of
the world and! organising the marketing of
her products on a State basis. By that
means, one farmer will not compete with
another farmer in exploiting the market-3
available. Instead of one farmer competing
against another, we will have a multitude of
producers getting together and, by mutual
arrangement, seeing to it that they feed the
markets available on a supply basis rather
than on a competitive basis as we are doing
to-day. I hope the Government will take
up the matter seriously. I know they pro.
posed to do so this session, hut it has beeni
impossible iii the time available to introduce
a measure. I hope a measure will be intro-
duced and that it will take into consideration
the successes and failures of other places.
I hope we shall profit by their experience
and that we shall get a measure that -will
lhelp the producer to hell) himself in the
marketing of his product, just as we help
him to-day in producing his commodity.
The Minister very proudly and rightly
pointed to the wonderful expansion of the
dairying industry and mentioned the fact
that we must become larger exporters of
butter. It will be some time before we shall
be in a position to export other commodities
being produced as a result of dairying activ-
ities, hut the exportation of butter must he
a regular thing. Regarding that, there are
difficulties which the -Minister could assist
to overcome. I favour herd testing; it plays
an important part in dairying, but the
breeding of herds has been improved. Every

dairyman recognises that he must have the

highest grade of cow and the prolific milker
on a quality basis. His trouble is to ensure
that his product is sold on a basis to give
him the maximum return. To secure the
best return, quality is essential. There is
a great difficulty in maintaining a standard
of high quality butter due to the fact that
the Dairying Act is not policed to the extent
that the industry warrants. The Act is
quite effective, and, if only we had more
inspectors, a more uniform quality of butter
would be produced. The public gaini an
idea that locally produced butter is not of
a consistently high standard because now and
again inferior butter reaches the market..
This is due to the fact that some of the
factories can take a risk because of the
limited number of inspectors, and they get
away with a certain quantity of inferior
'butter.

Mr. Ferguson: Could not the factories
the~mselves overcome that?

Hon. W. D. JOHN-SON: The competition
amongst factories makes it dimficult to
cope with the problema on a fac-
tory basis. I think the present Minister
and the es-Minister will agree that the
co-operative factories have maintained a
standard of 16 per cent. moisture content.
That standard should be observed generally,
but butter reacesa the market containing
considerably mnore moiture than that.

Ar. Latham: From the factories?
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, now and

again. The explanation is that there is more
profit in selling water than in selling butter
fat. When a factory gets away with that
sort of thing, it is able to pay the dairy*
farner a little more than his cream is nctu-

ally worth. That sort of thing could be
regulated under the Dairying Act if the in-
sIpections were made more rigid, and if 'Mr.
Baron Hay devoted more of his time to that
phase and less time to other activities of
dairying. As with other commodities, so with
this commdiy-we need to do less of that
which the farmer can do himself and more of
that which the farmer cannot do. That is
where the officers of the department have got
a little out of hand. They do not appreciate
that that which was essential years ago is jtnt
so necessary now. Owing to the world's con-
dition with regard to the marketing of that
which we produce in abundance, the officials
should devote more attention to the placing
of the commodity than to its production. I
wish to give the Minister a little encourage-



[ASSEMBLY.1

ment. I was gratified to hear his reference
to the necessity for doing something to re-
lieve tile position of the cattle growers in the
Kimberleys. Their position is most alarm-
ing. The member for Gascoyne (Mr. Wise)
has referred to the ravages of the blowfly,
and there is no doubt that sheep raisers in
the Cascoyne and f urther north are having a
most anxious time owing to the ravages of
the pest. I recently had a trip along the
coast, and met a pastoralist who told me he
could not do anything on his run to protect
his flock; the whole of his time and that of
his staff 'was occupied in looking after the
high-class rams depastured in the paddoeks
close to the homestead. He stated that, even
with constant attention, it was impossible
completely to protect the rams against the
blowflies.

Mr. Ferguson: Where was, that?
Hon, W. D3. JOHNSON: TI the Gaseoyne

district. He gave an illustration. A blowfly
-was seen hovering around a ram-a clear
indication that there was some deposit in the
rain and that it was suffering. They caught
the rain and it took a considerable time to
locate wvhere the maggots were deposited.
Ultimately, in one of the crevices in the
neck, a small hole was discovered, and on
exploring it they found that the maggots had
got to the root of the tongue And were active
there, That indicates the great difficulties
confronting the pastoralists. It is difficult
enough to locate the pest even when the
sheep) is kept under observation, but what
inust, be happening on the runs where active
protective measures cannot be taken? I
know something of the difficulties in a huge
territory of that kind, and T think the Min-
ister should take serious notice of the condi-
tions in the Gascoyne--the trouble is extend-
ing further north-and see whether some of
the experts could not go there and lend a
hand to combat the pest. Amongst the
cattlemen of the Kirnberleys, pleuro is the
problemi of the moment. The member for
Irwin-Moore (Mr. Ferguson) has mentioned
what is being done by way of experiment to
relieve the anxieties of the people in charge
of Anna Plains station. That is purely a
measure for the relief of Anna Plains. It
may or may not enable that station to market
its cattle. The great problem, as the Min-
ister pointed out, is to relieve the difficulties
in all the Kimberleys regarding marketing,
not so much the -marketing of the fats that
are brought to the metropolitan area, because
they can be mnarketed under existing regula-

tious, but to get rid of the stores. As the
member for Irwin-Mfoore pointed out, the
store cattle for many years were depastured
under regulation in quarantined areas or in
areas recognised as being available for such
cattle. While those areas still exist and are
recognised as being available for the pur-
pose, the regulation demands that the cattle
being transported to those areas miust lot
touch the ground. That makes it utterly im-
possible to take advantage of the areas, and
I am told the Dudaragain people and the
New Zealand Land Co. are quite anxious to
take store cattle as they did previously.
They arc cattle people who for years have
operated by buying stores during the Rim-
berley period and fattening them for the
lean period that we suffer in this State.

Mr. Ferguson: The hon. member is wrong
in saying that applies to the Dandaragan
people. It applies to the New Zealand Land
Company only.

Hon. W. D. JOH-NSON: 1 have not been
there.

Mr. Ferguson: I have.
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I have been told

that there arc no very grave objections to
the cattle being transported there, and that
the Minister could so arrange matters as to
enable Kimberley growers to get rid of their
store cattle.

Afr. L~atham: The department wanted a
double fence erected.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Depanrtnmental
experts have always been the same, and I
can quite appreciate their attitude. I also
appreciate the difficulties confronting- the
Miinister. I have been up against experts
and it is hard for a Minister to differ from
alleged experts. If he does;, they immiedi-
ately say there is a grave danger of the dis-
ease spreading and causing infection gen-
erally, and they tell the Minister definitely
that they will not accept the responsibility.

Mr. Doney: Do not you think that danger
exists V

Hon. W. 0. JOHNSON: I a not pre-
pared to agree that the danger is anything
like so great as the experts assert.

Mr. flonty: Bunt nevertheless it is great.
Hon. NV. 1). JOHNSON: I believe We

could define c'ertain areas and that it would
be perfectly safe to transport store eattle
from the Kimberley.S to those areas. I kniow,
there would be a danger of infection if such
cattle were sent to the congested areas of the
South-West, but I am assured by experts
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that danger exists only where infected cattle
meet and come into contact with others.

iMr. Ferguson interjected.

Hion. WV. 1). JOHNSON: It is not a grave
objection. Pleuro has existed there before
Io-day. It was found in one beast in Eon-
dinin, bnt that beast did not come from the
IKimirerleys. It developed the disease at
Kondinin. That ease was magnified to try
to justify what I claim are unfair regula-
tions. Though experts point to that Case as
anl illustration of the danger, the faet remains
that the beast did not come from the Kim-
berleys bitt simply developed the complaint.
there. Apparently, a ease of the kind would
he liable to arise in any part o[ the State.
Wet must recognise that unless we do some-
thing to relax the regulations and are very
sure of our ground, we shall lput the Kim-
herleyvs out of action.

Mrl. Mfarshal I: Absolutely* .
kili. W. 1). J OHN SON: I want sthe wnrir-

be, for Irwin-Moore to appreciate that we
canl carry such regulations too far. It is
very hard for a Minister to turn down, his
expert officers. I was closely connected with
the rinderpest outbreak. There is not the
slightest question that the action of the ex-
perts wvas outrageous. The whole thingl was
magnified; producers were rained, anda )inl
nti we challenged the alleged ux1,erts, lIc-
manded compensation anid made it shun-
dantlv clear that the cattle wonuld riot he tde-
stroyed at the dictates of men wvho had not
thor oughbly studied the cjuestion, goodness
knows what the cost to the cutry %vuislrl
have been. Time experts were steaduied in a
Minister who recognised that lie liead the
backing of the public, and wvlo was satis-
fled that no grave danger would ine
incurred by turning down the experts
and exercising- a little conirnoir seinse.
Many cattle were destroyed that should
njever have beens destroyed, andi so a lot of
wealth was wasted that shiould lnever have
been wasted, all because anl expert took the
course of least resistane aid said "Quaran-
tine and destroy the whole lot.- if we hadl
dlestroyed the whole lot, there would not
have been mnuchs evidence againist that officer;
but we did not destroy :rll, and it was
proved that the whole thing, was a gross
exaggeration of anl outbreak of alleged
rinderpest. I know the Minister will not
rush into the suggestion 1 have made, be-
cause he is not built that wvay. but I believe

lie will goU into the question of tr-yiing to
provide the Kimberleys with an outlet for
their store stock. I am sure it can be so
arr-ang.ed ats to relieve the lKimberleys to
a great extent. From my study of the ques-
tion, uitd fronm what has been presented to
rue als expert opinion from other parts of
Australia. I urn satisfied that we shall not
be taking undue risk inl seeing that the
people inl the Far North get anl outlet for
their cattle. 1'revionslv,. pleuro appeared
Ibut it w'as coped with, and I am satisfied
that in the event ot a recurrence it can
again be coped with.

Mr. Ferguson: That was not the opinion
of the Royal Commissioner.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: The hon. mem-
tier was very fortunate in his selection or a
Royal Commissioner.

Air. Ferguson: I did not select him.
Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: Whoever did

select him was fortunate. The Commissioner
hadl previously expressed his opinions in
accordance with his findings. Those opinions
wvere expressed before he investigated the
question. Then, being supported by the
departmental officers, he took the line of
least resistance and submitted a repotrt
which I consider should not by any means
lie accepted as the last word on this im-
portant question. 'Tie matter is so serious
that I urge the Minister to go closely into
it, and not be led away by decisions of the
expert officers. The Minister could take
business risks and study the stockinen's
opinions in regard to pleuro extending.
Another matter I would like the Minister
to look into is inl regardl to the sale' olr
products from the State farms. For some
reason or other the Agricultural Department
constantly give all their SUPPOr't to Pnivate
firms, and none at all to the co-operaitive
organisations which belong to the producer.
It is purely the farmers who own the mar-
keting organisations, and it is quite a rea-
sonable proposition that those organisations
should receive some support from the
department. The profits, whenever the~r
occur, go to no one but the farmers, and it
is reasonable to suggest that in tile market-
ing of wool from the State farms, where
State sheep are kept and where shearing
takes place, some of the business should go
to the co-operative concerns. The Minister
would not nay that private firms give better
service than do Westralian Farmers Ltd.
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Mrf. Ferguson: And Westralian Farmers'
shareholders are all 'Western Australian
people.

Hon. W. fl. JOHNSON: Exactly. Now
that the question has been raised, I trust
the Minister will see that some of the busi-
ness goes to the co-operative Organisation.

Mr. Doney: What is the reason for the
preference to the private firms?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not know
that the question has ever been raised.* I
assure nmemnber-s that in this matter I have
not been prompted by Westralian Farmer.
I am aware that the department's -wool last
year was sold by Elder Smith's or Dalgety's,
and all I am suggesting nOW is that, in the
interests of the co-operative mo1vemadt,
which is worth supporting, that movement
should receive a share of the department's
patronage. There is still one other matter
on which I can briefly touich. I do not like
singling out special men for eulogy, but I

shudlike to refer to the good work that
has been done by the sheep and wool inspec-
tor, an officer w;ho deserves commendation.
A wonderful improvement has taken place
in farmers' sheep and the clips. The advie
that is given, pairticularly about the sheep
that should he kept by the average farmer,
sheep that can he adapted to the farmer's
purse. has proved of grreat value. To-day
we have mixed fanning beinus carried on to
an extent greater than ever before, and the
encouragement that has been given to set-
tlers in. this direction has made them very
.keen. The visits of the experts to the sheep
yards and their work of demonstrating in
the presence of the farmers has been greatly
appreciated. In this way the farmer has
obtained practical knowledge. In my own
place there has been a great improvement
in the flock, principally because now and
again the department's experts demonstrate
to those in charge exactly -what must be
done in the way of culling sheep, with the
idea of building up a flock of higher Stan-
dard, and so improving the clip. This is the
kind of work that I trust the Minister will
encourage. I hope also that the Minister will
realise the need there is of helping the pro-
ducer to find a market for his product, so
that he muay successfully compete with other
pars of the world.

MR. MeLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[8.42]: There is no doubt that the Depart.
nuent of Agriculture has become more im-
portant every -year. Its activities from the
country men's point of view arc full of in-
terest. Last evening the Minister gave us an
interesting resume of the work performed by
the department during the past year, and
lie also referred to the position or our rn
cipal industry. He was able to express his
pleasure at the sucesFs that has been attend-
ing the wool sales, and 1 am 6ure we all
join him there, T am hoping that those who
are engaged in the production of coarser
wool, those engaged in mixed farming, will
also within the next few months. receive the
beneft of the increased price of wool. It is
regretted the Minister was unable to ex-
press his pleasure in. other directions. He
referred to the dairying indiistrr. The
growVth of this induistry is no indication that
those engaged in it arc becomiing prosper-
Ouis, or are enjoying prosperity. Butter fat
lies fallen to 10d. a lb., or 20d. lower than
it was 12 months ago. As a result, growers
are finding it exceedingly difficult to carry
on, particularly those growers wrho have an
interest bill to meet, as must of them have
to-day. H'owever, there is this One bright.
spot in conntection. with dairying, that there
has been ank exceptionally good season, nd
as a result the dairymen wilt he able to con-
perve fodder to see them through the lean
period of the year. I am convinced that
very few dairymien to-day can truke. their
business pay with butter fat at 10d. a lb.
The Minister states, and I agree with him,
that the dairymien must improve their
mnethods, lparticularly in regard to their herd&
and pastures. When we come to deal with
the position of tine pastures, I feel that the
Minister's remarks concerning Mr. Burges
were, to say the least of it, alarming. T
think Mr. Burges is admnitted to he one of
the best farmers in this State, and when hie
declares that his wool production hias de-
creased 50 per tent, owving to the ravages of
vermin, we cannot fail to recognise that the
position is serious indeed. There is no doubt
about it that tine fanniing- community will
be looking more and more to the DeCpart-
ineat of Ag-riculture to help them to combat
these pests. I do not wish to he pessimistic,
but in my own district these pests, both
animal and insect, are increasing. Not long
ago one never heard of a fox, but now it is
a common thing to hear frequently of some-

I'm 72
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jne or another coming in with at fox. Also
we are still troubled with the red mite and
;he lucerne flea. 1 was glad to hear the Mia-
ister say that every effort was being made
to combat those pests, but they are still very
wctive in my district. Then there is the
nreen bug, or Rutherglen bug, which is creat-
ing tremendous damage. Not only does it
ittack vegetables, but it is attacking fruit as
.wel. A little while ago I saw thenm in an
tpricot tree loaded with fruit, wh'lieh they
rendered entirely valueless. I hope "honey
w'ill be made available to the department
.o carry on its research work. I do not think
here is any better wvay of spending money,
Lad I agreed wvith the member for Irwvin-
Woore (Mrx. Ferguson) when, he expressed
he hope that the departmcnt would soon
mtve better office accommodation, with rooms
'or laboratory work. I wish to deal briefly
with herd-testintg. If we are to improve our
,erds, herd-testing is essential. The posi-
ion to-day is that officially only three breeds

of stud herds are tested, namely, the Aus-
ralian fliawarra short-horn, the Jersey and
he Guernsey. T do not know why that
,hould he, why we cannot get an official test
or any herd except the three I have men-
ioned. Men have put a tremendous lot of
noney into other herds, the Ayrshire, and
he Freesian. Quite a number of men arc
ireeding stud Freesian, and at few are going
a for the red polled breed. It is not lpos-
ible for those men to get an official herd
est. As a result, if a man wishes to go in
or one of those breeds and requires a stud
nimal, he has to send to the Eastern Slates:
'ecause it is essential if you are going in
or stud-breeding that you should be able to
)rovide a pedigree and a record of butter
'at production. I hope the Minister will
xtend the herd-testing to those other hreeds.
'he men concerned are prepared to pay for

and without it they are suffering
in injustice. We have in this State a
ireeder of Ayrshires who has exported
attle. sent them right out of Australia.
Tniless a man like that, who shows such
itterprise. is given opportunity to have his
hid cattle tested, it is unlikely that he will
'e able to compete with Eastern States
,reeders and keel) up his export. The Royal
Lgrieultural Society has been most active in
tis matter. They claim that any breeders who
rish to breed good stud stock and prove that
heir cattle are useful, should be given ;ii,
pportunity. At all events I hope the M\in-

ister in his reply will tell us that the depart-
ment wvill agree to this procedure in future.
Now I come to the zone system. The time
has arrived when we could wipe it out with
advantage. I do not say the system has not
served a useful purpose, but I believe it has
outlived its usefulness, If one goes into the
shorthorn zone and attends any of the num-
erous sales held there, he will see just as
many Jerseys as shorthorns, probably more.
The reason is that nmany of the dairymen
are on small holdings, which the Jersey
cattle suit. Generally speaking, they are
the heavier butter fat producers, and so it
is only natural that dairymen should wish
to go in for them. Again, it is desi
able that any breeder should be permitted
to go in for the breed he likes best. I am
oot saying the department has ever forced
a man to go in for a certain breed, but he
cannot obtain from the department help in
purchasing a stud bull unless he purchases
a bull of the breed specified for that zone.
I hope the Minister will see that it would
be wise to help any breeder at all to procure
at stud animal, no matter which zone he may
be in. I should like to ask the Minister if
it be the intention of the department to
start an irrigation expecrimental farm in the
irrigation areas. An announcement was
made some time ago by Mr. Munt, chairman
of the Irrigation Commission, that certain
lands had been secured in the irrigation areas
for the purpose of starting such a farm;
but that is a considerable time ago, and we
have not heard of it since. In order to pre-
vent loss and to assist farmers. I think
it would pay the Government many
times over to establish that farm as soon
as possible. We have some 60,000 acres of
new country coming under irrigation, and
miany of the farmers in those areas have
not had any experience of irrigation. If
there were in their midst a faitn to which
they could go and see the experiments on
pastures, and how the water is put on,
rotational grading, etc., it would be a tre-
nmendoues help to them. I read in "The
West Australian" a few days ago that a
recommiendation had been made to the Mlin-
ister for Agriculture to establish a dairying
School at Miaresk College. I hope that if
a dairy school is to he established-andE
think one should he established-it will not
be at Muresk. I quite understand that
Muresk is an agricultural college, but I do
not think it will ever he a great dairying-
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district. Again, I contend that the tremen-
dous sum which has been spent in the irri-
gation districts has been spent with the main
idea of encouraging dairymen and establish-
lug a great dairying district.

Ifi. Thorn: There is every facility for the
school at Muresk.

,r. MCLARTY : Yes, they have every
facility, but they will not have hundreds of
families of dairy farmers closely settled with
all their sons around them. It is that aspect
which I put forward to the Minister: If a
dairy school is to be started in Western
Australia, surely it should he in the dairy.
ing district. If it were situated in thle irri-
gation areas, wve would have hundreds of
dairy farmers closely settled with their sons
around them. if the school were to be estab-
lished at Mfuresk, it would be a great dis-
tance away from the dairying district, and
only those farmers who could afford itiwould
be able to send their sons to Muresh. For
this experimental farmn in the irrigation
areas, I understand the Government have had
some offers to make land available. I do
not know whether those offers are such as
the Governmeut would be justified in accept-
ig, but I do hope the farm will he estab-

lished in the near future, for it would be in
thie interests of the - settlers and of the
Government as well. I will not say very
mjuch about the position of butter factories,
for. I haive said it all on previous occasions,
but I hope thu Mdinister will enforce the
Dairy Act up to its hilt, and will prevent
butter factories from buying cream, classing
and grading it as first-grade, and
then turning out a second class butter.
It is the duty of every butter factory in the
State to take its fair share of export, and
produce only the best butter. Certainly at
a timne like this we require to give the dairy-
mna every penny wve possibly can, and it
does seem remarkable that despite the fact
we have butter factories throughout the
South-West, we find trucks going right into
tile far South-West and catin creami to
tile me~tropolitan area, there to be manufac-
tured into butter. This means added
exp~eise which the producer has to pay, and
the Minister will ha justified in ascertaining
why this is so. The 'Minister briefly men-
tioned that we were manufacturing cheese.
I hope lie will take an early opportunity
to inspect that factory. It i3 working full
capacity at present, two shifts per day. it
is gettingp 1.600 gallonls oF milk, and there

is an excellent demand for every pound o,
cheese it can turn out. The success of th
factory is assured, In conclusiou, 1 hope
veterinary ollicer wvill soon be stationed ii
the South-West again. We have Mr. L
Sauce at the Margaret, but I think we re
quire anothef-r ollicer in the Bunbury ares
for it is imipossible for Mr. Le Sauef to dea
with the whole of the South-West.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [8.58]
Like previous speakers, I agree that h1ii
Agricultural Department is one of the mnos
important in the State. My objet in riabj
tonight is to say a ward of encouragenien
to the Minister in respect of1 his efforts t,
relieve the position of the cattle grower il
Kimberley. The Minister in the course of
his remarks stiid the scientific staff of thi
Stock Departmvent had investigated a cer
tain p~rocdure which thle department hop&
would relieve the position. I am surprisei
that the department are so slow inl acting
They.( investigations have been going on o
SOnic timp. The only staple industry oz
whireb the Kimberleys depend, is retrogress.
ig rapidly. I doubt whiether member

realise the hardships the pleulu restriction,~
impose upon the cattle growers, particularb3
in the West Kiaiberleys. They do not wani
their cattle to be allowed to go all over thE
southern portions of the State with cease.
quent risk t) the cattle herds there, huh
they do think they are entitled to some con
sideration. Members who understand the
predicaments that beset these people will
agree that some relief should be given tc
the industry. The Government are losing
revenue in mnany directions through te'
absence of sales of store stock. This means
a lot to the cattle growers, for it retards
their progress and hampers their business
These rest rictionas have reduced the ship-
ments of cattle frrm about IS,00h) to 11,000
hlead a year. That represents a substantial
loss; to the Harbour and Lights Department
in wvharfage dues, etc. It also means a big
loss of business to the State Steamship
Service. A good deal of unemplovrient is
heing caused in the cattle~growing listriets.
Stockmnic are being, thrown out of work
because their services arc not required, and
station owners are prohibited from moving
cattle fromn one place to another. There are
periods of the year when the metropolitan
area depends upon Kimberley beef. If the

1774
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restrictions are niot moudified so that store
stork ean bie brought down, the Government
wvill bie forced to import frozen or chilled
mreat front the other States.

Hon. AV'. 1). Johnson: We are doing that
to-day.

Aft. COVI;RLEY: There is always a cer-
tain amount of frozen or chilled beef im-
ported fron, the other States.

Mr. Ferguson: And yet the price of beef
i still l:)w.
Mr. COVERLEY: That is caused by other

influences. I do not say that the restric-
tions are wholl 'y responsible for that. The
wages of the working classes have been
reduced, and they cannot buy as much meat
as they did two or three years ago. The
price of wool has encouraged my sprinsr-
onion friends to keep sheep that prior to the
rise they were glad enough to sell. If these
restrictions are not modified, the price of
beef must rise in the near future, because
the increase in the price of wool will keep
lambs and sheep off the market. Pastoralists
have no desire to place the herds of the
dairymen in any danger, but surely there is
enough land available outside the cattle
areas, say on the goldfields, where a pre-
scribed locality could be set aside on which
to agist store cattle from the North. It is
within the power of the Minister to have
that done in the interests of all concerned.
Unless the cattle growers are given some re-
lief, they might as well allow the West Kim-
berleys to revert to the blacks. The Gov-
erninent should niot allow that part of the
State to be treated in such a cavalier manner.
The department have been considering things
for too long. During the period when they
have hampered ther industry no serious out-
break of pleuro has occurred. It seems that
the position is not as serious as the officials
have made out. The -Minister should have
statistics from the abattoirs and other places
to prove the number of stock which have
died on the way from the Kimberleys to Pre-
miantle, and he should know that the situa-
tion is riot as serious as he has been led to
believe. The member for Irwin-Moore said
that the People in the Daridarragan area
were not prepared to buy store stock from
Kimberley. We are not confined to one area
Dr one particular grazier. Other parts of
ho State would cater for these cattle, and
ould do so without fear of spreading picturo
here.

-Mr. Patrick :They cant take themn at
Mingenew.

Mr. COVERLEY: The New Zealand Land
Coy. would bie only too glad to get them. It
is their business to buy store stock and fat-
ten them up for the market. Store cattle are
inspected by the officials at Derby, and are
inspected again at Fremantle. They could
also be kept wider supervision in the agist-
ment area. If there was an outbreak of
pleuro, it would soon be discovered.

Mr. Ferguson: The store stock would come
ov~erland.

Mr. COVERLEY: They would come to
Fremantle by boat. I ask the Minister to
consider that aspect of the matter. Uip to
three years ago between 5,000 and 10,000
head of stock were shipped from West Kim-
berley to F'remantle, sent into country dis-
tricts, and fattened up for the market. I
do not say these cattle should be sold in such
a manner that they will spread all over the
State. They should be sent to a prescribed
area, no matter where it is, so long as it is in
contact with the railway. It is saiid that
things would be all right so long as the
beasts did not set their feet to the ground.

Mr. Marshall: Is it expected that they
shall walk on their heads?

Mr. COVERLEY: It may be expected
they should go by aeroplane or that the
bullocks should be taught to fly. I venture the
opinion that as pleuro is a lung disease, it
will inevitably show itself after a beast has
been stirred up. Most of the cattle that are
shipped have to travel 200 miles on the hoof
before they reach Derby. They are their
rendered nervous and are frightened by' the
electric. light anrd the sight of so many people
walking about. The fact that they do niot
show up as affected by pleuro suggests that
the position is not as bad as it is made out
to be.

Mr. Ferguson: It mnay not show up for
six or- 12 months.

Mr. Withers: Some cattle are carriers.
Mr. C0O7ERLEY: We are crippling the

cattle industry in the West Kiruberleys for
the sake of the group settlements, where so
many millions have been spent. Most of the
cattle the Government hought for the groups
canne from quarantine areas in the Eastern
States. The officials say they came front
certain prescribed areas upon which there
has never been an outbreak of pleuro.

Mr. Latham: A Government certificate
was given] for their removal.
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Mr. COVERLEY: If a man was in a Swan would be going, cap in hand, to the
known pleuro area on which there had not
been an outbreak for some time, and he sold
his heifers to a neighbour who was in a clean
area, and they were then passed on to other
purchasers-

Mr. Lathanm: They could not be shifted
fromt those areas.

Mr. COVERLEY: They could be shifted
onl a certificate from thle Stock Department.

Mr. Latbamn: There are local inspectors.
Mr. COVERLEY: Like ourselves, they

are not over-burdened with inspectors.
Air. Ferguson: There are hundreds of

them.
Mr. COVERLEY: One reason why the

ex-Minister for Agriculture did not wvant to
break down these conditions was that he
would have had to pay the salary of ex-
perts. That would have been as nothin
compared with the assistance that would haitveo
been given to the cattle industry. I hope
the Minister will not delay in this miatter
otherwise the iKimberley people will have to
go out of business. They have asked for
very little assistance at the hands of the
Government. They have never been given
wages, such as the group settlers are asking
for. I have listened to the grievances of
group settlers who have talked about their
wvages, and it has amused me. Individual-
isin appears to be conspicuous by its absence
on the groups. if the cattle industry is
ham pered inlivii long er. I am afraid we shall1
lose all individualism amiongst tile growers
in thle North.

MR. LATHAM (York) [9.131: The
Minister will have some trouble in sifting
out the advice which has been tendered to
himl this ercuin. I hope he will not carry
out the r-quests which have been made for
the appointment of more inspectors. If he
does, the Treasurer will have to find a great
deal more money for the department. We
hare too m"any inspectors already. People
ought to rely more uipon their own efforts.
The industries cannot afford the payment
of the salaries of all these inspectors.
I am not in favour of what the member
for Swan advocated. He thinks the people
ought to be prosecuted. The department's
job is not to prosecute the people; it is to
help them. As I said before, I think we have
too many inspectors.

TMtr. Lit.mbert: if any people in the Swan
district were prosecuted, the member for

Minister to have the prosecutions with-
drawvn.

IVr. LATHAM: I agree with the
member for Kimberley. It was very cal-
lous of the, departmental officers to draw an
imaginary line across the southern part of
the Kiniberleys and[ to declare that no stock
should go over it. The department is re-
sponsible for finding out what can be done
to relieve the situation. It must become the
department's responsibility to assist in find-
ing markets, otherwise the whole of the
western portion of the Kimberleys wvill be-
come depopulated, especially it that policy
is insisted upon by the department.

Mr. Ferguson: It is not tie function Of
the Agricultural Department to find mar-
kets.

Mr. LATHAM: No, nor is it their func.-
tion to draw a line and say, "No stock shall
cross this line." The department ought to
advise aud assist, not harass. That is where
I disagree with my friend onl my left.

Mr. Ferguson: You are wrong.
Mr. LATHAM: Of course I ant, because

I disagree, but that is the only reason. The
member for Kinmberley is right. Do ineni-
bers think Queensland would make progres4
under such conditionsq Would the northern
part of New South Wales, which is the most
important part of that State, and probably
of Australia, be able to carry on under such
conditions? Of course not. Oar stock in-
spectors should advise and assist our set-
tlers, not simply draw a line and say, "Thank
goodness, I have accomplished someting."
All they have succeeded in doing is to drive
people off the land. The people who have
been settled onl those lands for years find
their present position disheartening. It is
indeed sad to see the position they arc in.
I believe that we canl attribute tile loss of
one of our pioneers there to the filet that
he found his case was hopeless. There was
no future at all for him, so he ended his
life. Anything we peop~le of the south call
do to assist those people should be ([one. If
Dr. Turner is provided with means to test
these cattle, so much the better.

Hion. W. D. Johnson: But that wvill only
help one station.

Mr. LATHAM: No; it ouight to help thein
all. They cannot fatten their cattle oin tile
west coast; they have to depend upon fat-
tening areas. Those fattening areas ean he
found in the northern parts of our agricul-
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tural areas. I am not setting miyself uip as
an expert, but I know this, and (lie House
ought to know it, that there was an imiagin-
ary disease here called swinle plaguie.

Mfember: NO, swine fever.
Mr. LATHAM1: No, swine plagne. The

department quarantined all the Great South-
ern, but immediately the scare was over the
whole thing ended. In my opinion, the dis-
ease was simply brought about by the fact
that the pigs were allowed to remain in wet
sties. I do not know whether the position
with respect to pleui-o-pnenmronia is chang-
ing. WVhen I was living in NSew South NValest
thousands of head of cattle came fromt
Queensland antd passed through on their
way to the M1elbourne inairknh They went
through our dairy herds. Cattle wvere left
behind dying of pleuro-pnunnonia, hut T
never knewv any of our dairy cattle to de-
velop the disease. Tb4t disease, however,
has suddenly becomec a very contagious di-

Mr. Ma1rshall: How did the people get onl
in the dairying districts of the Eastern
States?9

Mr. LA rTAMN: When'pi T last went
to N ew South Wales I found thie
State divided into districts. In the southern
part of the State I believe there was some
outbreak of infections disease amongst stock,
but the whole of the dairying industry was;
not closed down on that account. it is time
our departmental officers. Ceased playing
a ith the busiaes.s; and set to work to se
what they can do to relieve the position. We
sold thle people this Lind, so that
they mnight get a living fromn it. If State
inspectors discover that cattle are suf-
fering froni pleniro-pneunonia, they should
recognise that tihe owners did, not wilfully
infect the cattle. The inspector should say,
"Your cattle have that disease and it be-i
comes a State responsibility to help you to
eradicate it somehow." That is sound ad-
vice. T dlo hope that the Kimberleys
will receive more consideration f rom
departmental officers. Tile officers ought to
go0 there and see for themselves what the
position is, and whether justice is being
done to the people of the North.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [9,22]: 1
join with other members in congratulating
1h MAiniter on the exellent wrork done
,)v his department. T ann also pleased that
he, like his predecessors, recognises. the

necessity for maintaining and even increas-
lng the expenditure upon research work.
As the member for Swan (M1r. Sampson)
has pointed out, there is no doubt that the
farner is constantly at war with nature. To
sonmc extent this is due to artificial condi-
tions, such as the improvement of stock.
When we consider that Australia over a
period of years has trebled the wool on the
sheep's back, we m1ust realise that that ani-
nial is no long'er normal and therefore is
inu0re liable to attacks from pests than it
would be in its natural state. 'There are
other pests which affect pastures, such as
tine red mite, which is getting, a hold on our
northern pastures. ]t has only appeared
there during tile Itast year or two. I notice
tlisa year in my own pastures quite a awrn-
her of bare patches. Another pest has be-
comte, as the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Seward) has pointed out, a national ques-
tion. It h-as got beyond the farmer. I refer
to the rabbit pest. Thle State cannot afford
to allow its land to be entirely ruined by
rabbits. There arc light lands at the
northern end of the Midland country which,
although fenced and partially improved,
have been abandoned to the rabbits.

Mr. Cross: Are they inside the fence
1ow ?

Mr. PATRiICK: They are on this side of
(leraldion. I am speaking Of the light land,
or sand plain country, which hias now been
practically abandoned because the rabbits
have eaten it out, The only method to cope
with the rabbit pest is to niet the properties.
There is no better way in which the Govern-
nnlellt Could spend mioney thani by utilising
tine services of unemployed men in netting
these farming properties. It has been said
the State farms have been criticised because
they have been Producing bulk crops of
wheat, but the Only criticism I ha-ve heard
was that the State farms are Dot producing
enough wheat. For instance, last year they
produced only 8,000 bags of seed wheat, while
27,000 bags were applied for. That shows
the farmner apreciates the work tile State
farnis are doing and is prepared to take
seed isheat in increasing quantities from
those farms, It is a pity that a larger
area cannot be put under cultivation in
order to meet the demand. As a farmer', I
have often been asked what I considered to
be the best system of fanning. The best
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system is that which prodluces the best
results.

Air. Latham: To the fanner concerned.
'Mr. PATRICK: Yes. I have been farm-

ilig for a great many years and must con-
fess tlmt E am still learning something new
avery day. Had T known as much ten years
ago as I know to)-day in regard to the work-
ing of may own property, I would probably
have been much better o. I have the advan-
tare not only of a theoretical knowledge of
farmint, but of a practical knowledge also.
The Agricultural Dcpdrhtmnent, of coumpe,
cart only lay down what I call broad prin-
ciples. The farmner has to adapt those pri-
cipleg to mneet his own conditions. It may
be necessary to employ different methods
even in the same district and even on the
same property. For instance, we can say
as a general rule that fallowing is the pro-
per system in this State for wheat growing,
yet there are parts of my district where
year after year ploughed land on particular
farms has beaten the fallowed land. Nsatur-
ally, those farmers maintain that fallowing
is no good. However, that is not proof that
fallowing is no good, hut simply that fallow-
ing is5 not suitable on that particular farm.
We in tire country hear a lot ahout experts.
I had a pro position put up) to Inc once in
my own district in regard to the experts of
the Agricultural Department. The Minister
may appreciate it--I do not know whether
he will or not-but this gentleman con-
sidered that the experts of the Agricultural
Department should be appointed for only
five years and] then should be placed on lend
reserved for them in various parts of the
State, so that the farmers would have an
opportunity of observing how fanning
should be carried on. In a way, that is
probably an excellent suggestion.

MAr. Larnbert: Instead of giving them a
pension.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes. In certain branches
of science there must be continuity of work
to get the ne-st results. There are
experts and experts. I remember
once visiting a certain district with
Ministers; I can tell the story because
it does not concern my own electorate. 'We
interviewed the settlers there. They were
engaged in a branch of faringn. Perhaps
it could not be called farming, but at all
events a branch of agriculture. One of the
settlers stood up nid laid down the lawv oil

every branch of the industry. I tuned to
man standing alongside me and said, "Thu
mnan seems a pretty good spruiker. I sup
pose hie knows a lot about the industry.'
The man replied, "He is the bigge~st dud or
the settlement. He has been a failure evei
since lie has been here. See those two mci
there, who have not opened their mouths'
They are the two most successful men ii
the district." In that instance the success,
ful mien were not articulate, but tire Mat
who was unsuccessful. laid down the law or
everything connected with the industry. I
do not like to he unkind, but I sometime
think that that Might apply on occasions tt
this House. It is a very true saying that wt
find in ant old book, wisdom is often to b(
found in quiet places. The Minister for
Lands referred the oilier night, and rightlI)
so, to the necessity for diversified practiL
on our farms. We hear a lot about other
countries becoming self-contained; but tber(
is no place more self-contained that
a farm. I know that in my young
days we produced practically every-
thing we consumed on the farm. WE
cured our own hams and bacon and
inada our own jams and preserves. To a
large extent I have followed that practice
here. In fact, it has been said that a farmer
can produce everything hie needs except tea
and sugar, arid that if he were put to it,
perhaps he could find a substitute for those
commodities. For instance, honey is an ex-
cellent substitute for sugar, and in the old
days mnen drank home-brewed ale.

Mr. Lamh~qrt: There is nothing wrong
with that.

Mr. PATRICK: It might be a beverage
superior to tea. We have heard a great deal
about the South-West and I believe that if
we had spent in the Midland area and the
country north of Ocraldton a fraction ot
the money lavished in the South-West, the
State would to-day he producing thire
times its present Output Of buItter, and at a
much greater profit. Farming is riot a inat-
ter of saying that this or that is thre more
suitable district; it is a question of thw disi-
trict that can produce the maore profitably.
Tit the districts I have mentioned in the
North we canl produce butler mauch mnore
profitably than i., possible in the South-
West. The land can lie cecared for a fratc.
tiori of the cost and, with pastures, can)
carry a tremendous number of stock. I
shall qutote one instance in suipport of ray
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contention. A man in my district has 160
acres of laud and, onl the nattral pastures,
is able to carry 45 head of cattle. He is
making a Mood living out of dairying' His
land originally cost 20s. Ra acre to clear,
so that he has no tremendous capital exl)Cl-
dilte to weigh him down. I do not know
what the land will carry in the South-West,
but if I may judge from the doleful tales
we have heard regarding group settlers, it
will not carry anything like the land in the
North.

The Minister for Agriculture: The msan
you refer to would make a goo.] living7 in tile
South-West.

Mr. PATRICK: I do not know that lie
could.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson : At any yule, he has
a better market than lie would have iii the
South-West.

Mr. PATRICK: We have to go in for dif-
ferent miethods of farming. While miuch
has been said about the work carried out by
the experts of the Department of Agricul-
ture-and 1. agree they have done excellent
work-we must also piay a tribute to the
work to the credit of many practical
fa .ni';s in aWestern Auistratlia. Let us
consider the position regarding the lapin.
When I started farming,, the lapin
was regarded ats a noxious weed. I
do not know what the views of the
officials of the Agricultural Depart-
ment were at that time, but I know
that farmers were pulling tip the lupins
whereas now they are planting them. It
was a practical farmer in that district who
discovered the nutritive value of the plant
and it is pleasing to know the Department
of Agriculture is carrying on the good
work. It was a practical farmer who dis-
covered the value of top-dressing in areas
with a lower rainfall. I know that policy
'vas advocated in the South-West, but its
adoption in the Geraldton district made a
tremendous difference. I know of one in-
stance where a block has been top-dressed
for many years and the farmer is now able
to earn four head of cattle to ten acres
th1roughout the year. In addition to the
four head of cattle, he carries, from time
to time, large flocks of rams. The pastures
there have resulted from the application of
I cut, of super to the acre over a great
many years. If that land were scratched
aver, it would give a crop of from 30 to
40 bushels of oats without any trouble.

That is on account of the high fertility
of the soil owing to the continuous appli-
cation of super over so long a period.
Even with the application of the best sys-
tern of farming, there are some men to
whom the Department ot Agriculture
would be of no assistance. Instances could
be cited in Western Australia but I shall
quote an example from South Australia,
which is a State that has dealt with agri-
cultua l education longer thana any other
section of the C'ommonwealth, and it pos-
sesses the oldest agricultural college in
Australia. According to the Auditor Gen-
erall's report last year, the results obtained
by one farmer were a follows:-1927, no
return; 1928, no return; .1929, no return;
1930, an average of 21/ bushels; 1.931, two
bushels; 1932, 13/ bushels. 'That farmer
had received assistance from the Govern-
ient amounting to £3,000, and he owed
roughly £3 4s. 6d. per acre. No Agricul-
tural Department or any expert officer
could assist a farmer of that description.
I am afraid there are instances in this
State tending to show that we have gone
beyond the fringe of good wheat farming
country and we shall have to resort to the
amalgamation of some properties or to
change over to stock.

Mr. Ferguson: But Western Australia
has no averages to quote like those you
have given.

Mr. PATRICK: That is probably a par-
ticularly bad instance. .1 will give what
the South Australian Auditor General
seems to regard as a rather better ex-
ample. Tn that instance the farmer's aver-
ages were as follows:-1927, i bushel;
1.928, four bushels; 1929, two bushels; 1930,
12Y4 bushels; 1931, seven bushels; 1932,
41/ bushels. In that instance the farmer
owed £.5,695 to the Government, or slightly
under £4 an acre. That would represent
an impossible proposition aand no Depart-
ment of Agriculture nor any expert could
assist him.

Mr. Hawke: Some of the years you
quoted were not favourable for wheat pro-
duction.

Mr. Lambert: Perhaps it was d]ue to
bad farming.

Mr. Hawke: Some of the years vou
quoted wvere drought years.

Mr. PATRICK: I have quoted the re-
cords for six years and some were glood
years.
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Mr. Needham: Four of the years were
the worst in the history of South Aus-
tralia.

Mr. PATRICK: At any rate, those re-
cords were mentioned in the Auditor Gen-
eral's report. The point I want to make
is that we have gone too far with wheat
settlement in Western Australia, Just as they
did in South Australia, and it is asking
too much of mn to produce wheat crops
in sonic of those areas, even with O3overn-
nient assistance. We shall have to go in
for larger areas or possibly change over
to stock. Of course, Western Australia
shows up to great advantage over a period
of years because we have enjoyed remark-
ably good rains. We have had, practically
speaking, an unbroken series of good years
since 1914. I would not like to see
economy practised in connection with the
Department of Agriculture. It would be
false economy because no other department
can secure a better return for its expendi-
ture. In many directions, it is doing far
more useful work than the TUniversity of
Western Australia, which costs such a lot
of money. Canada is an agricultural
country and the universities there make
agriculture their main feature. That
is not the position in Western Australia.
I think the member for Vilgarn-Coolgardic
(AMr. Lambert) complained that our IUiver-
sity did not possess a Chair of Veterinary
Science. T know the work of the experts
of the Agricultural Department and regard
them as a fine body of men. With others,
I hope that the tim e is not far distant when
they will be provided with much bettm
accomimodation than they enjoy at present.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(9.401: 1 was pleased to hear the remarks
regarding the necessity for making addi-
tional provision for experimental work in
the Department of Agriculture. It lends
force to my own remarks the other night,
when dealing with another institution, which
has cost a vast amount of money and which
is housed in a very fine building. By way of
comparison, we have heard the complaints
made regarding the accommodation of our
scientists conlnectedl with the Department of
Agriculture, and the House has heard mec say
something about the useFulness of ainother
institution, namely the Observatory. We
have connected with the Department of
Agriculture the plant nutrition anid rescarch
officers, a veteriary surgeon. a botanist, a

plant pathologist, an economic entomologist,
a viticulturist and so on, all performing use-
f ul research work, yet carrying out that work
of infinite value to the State in semi-hovels
-it the Department of Agriculture. We hare
that beautiful building on the bill which
could he utilised for that purpose. I hope
the Minister will impress on the Treasurer
the respective claims of those two depart-
mients. Even if we could utilise the Observa-
tory building only for a few years for re-
search work, a good deal -would be achieved,
We are all seized with the importance of
research work in this State, it little matters
whether it be work on the red mite or on the
fruit fly or any other pest. All the work
of the plant pathologist and the outfield
maij, Dr. Teakle, and the entomologist and
the bacteriologist should hi- carried on i1 aL
suitable building. It is remarkable that we
in this State can afford to overlap the
Commonwealth and provide a Government
Astronomer when the State has not been
able to appoint an agricultural chemist.
With the soil salinity so evident in many por-
tions of the State, involving work that can
he carried out only by the highest authorities
on soil development, and particularly that
connected with soil alkalinity, we are unable
to provide the necessary money f or an
agricultural chemist. What hope is there
before us when this Parliament sio lacks
the sense of proportion and comparison
that we overlap a Federal department especi-
ally stated in the Constitution as one for the
control of the Commonwealth; when we make
provision year after year, as we have made
for the past 30 ydars till the cost aggregates
some £50,000, and with the millions we have
speat in every direction, through the Agri-
cultural Bank and on developmental rail-
ways and water supplies and so on, yet no
Government have had sufficient sense of pro-
portion to appoint an agricultural chemnist,
who could be of signal service to the State.
It is a shameful disgrace, and it is to he
hoped that not only the agriculturists out-
side, but the people who have a serious *flse
of the future of this country will realise
what successive 1Parliamnns during the past
three decades have not done in this direc-
tion. Recentl 'y I had the pleasure of being
in the company of the Minister of Agricul-
ture and the Director of Agriculture. The
M1inister spoke of plant pathology and of
the bacteriological studies connected with the
Department of Agricnlture, and the entomo-
logical work being carried out there; and
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after I had listened to the Minister and to
Mr. Sutton I was beginning to wonder who
exactly was the Director of Agriculture and
who was the Minister; for J was half con-
vinced that if by some misdirection of
Providence Mr. Millington should be at some
future date relieved of his duties here, he
possibly could get a job as Director of Agri-
culture in some other part of the wiorld.

Air. Latham: You mean to suggest, where
he is not known.

Mr. LAMB3ERT: It is a tribute to the
serious side of the activities of the Minister
in control of this department. I was equally
seized with the mnanner in which the Direc-
tor of Agriculture approached all the pro-
-blems connected with his department.

Mr. Hegney: What would you think of
him in the Minister's job?

Mr. LAMWBERT: That is another story.
All in the department are doing good work.
WVe have in my district an experimental
farm on the outer fringe of the wheat areas.
I can support the view expressed by the
member for Greenough (Mr. Patrick) when
he said we had developed during the last
few years a wheat hysteria and a land hys-
teria. 'Unfortunately there has not been
given to our land development policy a cal-
culated and balanced judgment. But the
depression has forced on us the necessity of
viewing the possibilities of our land develop-
ment policy and particularly the pushing
eastwards of our wheat areas. I believe that
in my area, 'embracing the eastern fringe of
the wheat belt, we shall be able in normal
conditions to produce wheat as economically
as it is produced in any other part of the
world. But we are always pushing our set-
tlers farther out into the danger zone, and
unless in those areas side by side with wheat
growing there can be embraced some of the
allied industries so as to make mixed farm-
ing possible, we must inevitably fail in bad
reasons. I hope that the Premier, with his
practical mind, will appreciate the relative
merits of not being able to afford an agri-
cultural chemist and of indulging in the
Luxury of a Government Astronomer. 1
hope that we shall be able to get the agri-
cultural scientists away from the ramshackle
buildings in which they are located. Panty
the entomologist and the plant pathologist
trying to work in a bit of a hovel as big as
a blotting pad, as one member described it,
and expecting, them to do their work effi-
ciently under such conditions! Their work

is exacting and they have to keep records
from year to year, and if by any mischance,
such as fire, those records were destroyed, it
would throw hack their work a couple of de-
cades,

The Minister for Agriculture: The loss
could never be made good.

Mr. LAMBERT: Their work is continu-
ous, like the writing of history. We should
enable them to carry on their scientific work
Lnder the best conditions, and that can be
done only by showing a sense of apprecia-
tion of its importance.

MR. GROSS (Canning) [9.52]: I wish
to address the Chamber on this important
department. For once I find myself in
agreement with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when he emphatically stated that he
wHas totally opposed to the appointment of
additional inspectors, I venture the opinion
that the fruitgrowers, not only of Canning
hut of Swan, do not entirely share the
views of the member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son) when be advocated additional prosecu-
tions under the fruit-fly regulations. The
fact that prosecutions have not been insti-
tuted is evidence of the efficiency with which
the inspectors of the department have car-
ried out their difficult duties. After having
haqd a discussion with one or two inspectors
whom I met in the fruit-growing areas, I
am satisfied that the savngs that will be
effected will be entirely due to the more
effective methods of inspection adopted
unider the present administration. One im-
portant item in the ]Estimates is that relat-
ing to the rabbit-proof fence. I expected
to hear f roil the spring onion section of
the Chamber sonmc information as to whether
tile rabbits inside ilw fence had increased
nmuch during the last Couple of decades.
East of Wagin and of Katanning 20 years
ago there were more rabbits inside No. 2
fencre than outside it. If that state of
affairs has continued and the rabbits are
still more numerous inside than outside the
fence, the department might consider the
advisableness of pulling up the fence.

Mr. Marshall: And letting the rabbits
go back to -South Australia,

Mr. CROSS: The maintenance of the
fence is an expensive item involving a cost
of over £10,000 a year. I do not know
whether the wire has deteriorated too much
to be of further use, but I know the opinion
was held years ago that more good would
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have resulted had the fence been pulled
down and the wire given to settlers to en-
able them to fence their own properties.

Mr. Patrick: If the fence were pulled
down, the wire would be of no value at all.

Mr. CROSS: Probably the wire has so
deteriorated that it would not be of much
value for other use.

Mr. Patrick: The fence has been of tre-
mendous value to the north in keeping ojut
emnus.

Mr. CROSS: When I was on the rabbit-
proof fenice 20 years ago, we wondered
whether the fence was erected to prevent the
rabbits going back to South Australia. On
the No. 2 fence, all the rabbit traps were
placed inside the fence and not outside it.
I suppose the idea was to prevent the rab-
bits from getting back. It is a fact that
10 years ago rabbits were caught as ne-ar to
Perth as Maylands and were exhibited in
shop windows in Perth. Something should
be done to make cheap netting available
to settlers in order that they might protect
their holdings. I know something about
the rabbit pest, which was r. menace 20
years ago, not only outside but inside the
fence. The rabbit problem is one that
should be tackled seriously, and a conference
of all concerned should be convened to per-
mit of collective action being taken. The
rabbit menace is more serious then is real-
ised by people in the metropolitan area. I
am hopeful that effective measures will be
taken to combat the pest, and that the dc-i
partmnent will do everything possible to
make available to the settlers cheap supplies
of netting so that they can protect their
own holdings.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICUJLTURE
(Hon. H. 'Millington-in reply) [9.57): 1
think the discussion that the Estimates of
the Department of Agriculture have in-
spired has been must comprehensive; the
criticism has been generous and the advice
tendered has been most helpful. Members
will not expect me to reply to all the sugges-
tions made or to anl the questions raised.
They will be referred to the departmental
officers, who will give attention to then.
There are one or two matters, however, with
which I. wish to deal. First there is the
question of the housing of the departmental
officers and the export advisers. I should
say that only a depleted Treasury would
enable the Premier to withstand the iipor-

tunities of the well-wishers of the depart-
meat. There have been deputations on the
subject and there has been a good deal of
discussion in the Press, while advice has
been received from mnen in a position to
advise, I think ways and means might be
devised to provide better accommodation for
the officials. They should not be hampered
in their work by restricted office and labora-
tory accommodation, and something will
have to be done to give them improved
accom-modation.

Mr. Marshall: Why not put Government
House to some use?

The MINISTER FOR ACIR[CULTITRE:
I am taking up with the Premier thu q~ues-
tion of the housing of the officials, and I .ini
satisfied that he will do his best with the
means at his disposal. A question was
raised by the member f~or Trwin-Moore (Mn.
Fierguson) regarding the bull subsidy. I
understand that the mnoney for that purpose
was provided by the Ruad Credits Branch
of the Commonwealth Bank. So far the
only money they provided this year has been
the stallion subsidy. We are negotiating
with them for the full subsidy grant that
was made last year. For herd testing
£1,200 was also found from that source last
year. I hope we shall be able to get from
the rural credits branch the amount re-
quired. The member for Pingelly suggests
that the Avondale farm is not suitable for
the experiments dealing with to~c paraly-
sis. The main research work is not being
done there, but on the farmn at Meekering
where the stock are actually infected. it
is Pro-posed to go to the heart of the trouble,
and to carry out the experiments where the
conditions exist. On none of our State farmis
has there been any evidence of toxic paraly-
sis. This is probably due to the manner in
which the stock has been looked after. It
is seriously suggested that a good deal of
the trouble is due to starvation.

Mr. Latham: To feeding. Last year we
did not lose a sheep from that cause.

The MINISTER FORL AGRICULTURE:
The pasture on the Avondale farm is good.
The idea will be to create the conditions
that appertained when the cattle become
infected, by giving them dry feed in which
there is not much nufriment, when stock
may be~ expected to acquire the bone chew-
ing hiabit which denotes the disease. We
wvant ':o see if the requisite. conditions5 can
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be 1et up at Avondale. It is agreed that
we shall have to go in for the fencing of
holdings to combat the rabbit pest. The
Minister fcr Lands is doing his utmnost to
secure additional amounts from the Com-
monwealth Government, and is endeavour-
ing to get better terms of payment. At
present the rate is 7 per cent., being 5 per
cent. interest and 2 per cent. sinking fund.

'Ur. Latham: The same as we pay the
Commonwealth.

The MIHNISTER FORL AGRICULTURE:
Except that 'so must have an administrative
charge. If the amount can be reduced to
5 per cent, it will mean a slight loss to the
Commonwvealth Government, but it is not
asking too much that they shall assist us in
what is one of our greatest problems. The
Premier has provided money for field labora-
tory work, and that work will be proceeded
with. In respect to the vermin tax, and the
administration of the Act, the member for
Pingelly suggests that the skins of foxes
could be utilised. The department do pro-
vide facilities for this, and people have to
send the skins down with the scalps attached.
Some difficulty may be experienced because
the skins must be treated before they come
to Perth, but if that difficulty could be over-
come the department would have no objec-
tion to handling the skins afterwards. I will
ascertain if fox skins can be coremercialised.

Mr. Ferguson: They would have to com-
pete with the skins of the Canadian foxes.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I was very much struck by the statement of
Dr. Rivett on the blowfly pest. He said that
the harm done by this pest was almost in-
calculable. The matter is being taken up by
the department. The manager at the
Ghooli State Farm, who has the neces-
sary technical knowledge, dealt with it.
He gave a very informative address to
farmers, aund I believe it was much appre-
ciated. He said that in the Eastern States,
where the pest is prevalent, attention was
being given to the breeding of sheep. The
wrinkly sheep are those which are first
affected. People there have statistics to show
the kind of sheep that have become affected.
Very close attention must be given to the
flock. All the advice the department can
give will be of no avail unless that attention
is given by the flock master. The depart-
mernt are in a position to advise as to the
treatment that ought to be given, and have
experimented with various poisons. One has to

be careful lest the poisons are administered
too strongly. The officers have all the
requisite technical knowledge on the subject.
The blowfly trap devised by our entomolo-
gist, Mr. Newmn, is recognised as the best
in Australia. The matter is receiving the
close attention of the department. There
must be a considerable amount of propa-
ganda. if the public are to get the best out of
the knowledge of the Government experts.
The member for Guildford-Midland raised
the question of marketing. The department
exists mainly to deal with methods of pro-
duction.

Mr. Mann: That is their job.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Marketing is involved ini their work, but the
officers of the department are not necessarily
closely in touch with the world's marketing
conditions. They awe in a position to advise
as to the best methods of production. That
is their mission. The hon. member would set
the State an enormous task if we are to carry
out his suggestion regarding the market
which has been commandeered by America
in China. I do not know that we could take a
hand. It seems that the Commonwealth
would have to do that. 1 do not even know
whether the Commonwealth Government or
the Commnonwealth financiers could take on
a work of that magnitude. It appears, how-
ever, that one of Australia's markets has
been stolen, but I do not think we are in a
position to stand up to the great American
nation because of it. It is suggested that
the officers have not administered sufficiently
stringently the Dairy Products Act. A great
deal can be said for the work. of the co-
operative butter factories in this State.
Prior to their advent, Western Australian
butter was practically unsaleable.

Mr. Patrick: They built up the export
trade.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. It would not be possible for us to ex-
port butter unless it were manufactured in
the factories. The factories, however, can-
not claim to be above criticism so far as the
moisture content of the butter is concerned.
That remark applies to the Barnbary factory:
it was the Department of Agriculture that
straightened them out. So with the other
co-operative factories; where one would ex-
pect them to be mainly concerned with the
quality of the article they were producing,
the commercial element crept in and, un-
deniably, our butter production for some
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time was retarded because the butter was
not up to standard as far as the moisture
content was concerned. If any member can
convey information to me-members call tic
honorary inspectors if they like-that the
butter factories are not complying- with the
term of the Act, then the department will
proceed against them. We wvill do our ut-
most to police the Act in the interests of
the industry. I am surprised to know that
any factor 'y is 'tow guilty of the practice
mentioned, and I shall make injquiries.
I was certainly ui nder the i rnj ression that
that matter had been remedied. 'T'e muember
for Swan (Mir. Sampson) referred to wide.
spread discontent amongst the orchardists.
I have never heard of it, and orchardists
generally are not the people who submit
quietly to an injustice, or to any' neglect by
the department. Instead of waiting to spring
this matter on the House, the member for
Swan might have passed the information on
to the department. However, the member
for Swan, in his spectacular way, springs
the information on the House; and so would
lead members to believe that the inspectors,
particularly in the fruit branch, were not
doing their work in the way they should.

Mr. Sampson: I said they were unable to
get about because they had no conveyances.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There is only one way to reply to that. It
is a lie.

XMr. Sampson: it is not a lie; it is the
truth.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The inspectors have motor cars.

Mr. Sampson: Not at ail.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

They have. They are paid on a mileage
basis.

Mir. Sampson: The Minister may say it is
a lie, but it is true.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
You have not given one instance. It is just
so much blather.

Mr. Sampson: It is not; it is a fact, and
it is generally known.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The inspectors are doing their work pro-
perly. The hon. member is defaming the
insjpectors and the department by making
such a statement.

Air. Sampson: Not at all. I am stating
they have no means of getting- about the
country.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I should say that if an inspector has a mnotorx
oar, and is paid ont a mnileagec basis satis-
factory to him, that he has the means oC get-
ting about the country.

Air. Sampson: The Minister says that,
but where is the evidence?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Will the bon. member suggest that a motor
car is not good enough to get about the
country inI

Mr. Sampson: Of course it is, if it be
provided.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Ishall leave that subject.

Mr. Sampson: Yes; you ,Ire very wise to
dr so

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

You very unwisely. referred to it. In future,
you should take the advice of the University
professor and verify your references.

Mr. Sampson: My evidence is right.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mir. Sampson: I have it from the growers

themselves.
The CHAIRMAN: 1 must ask the hub.

member to keep order and the Minister to
address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This trouble has arisen because facts were
not observed. The member for Swan also
stated that the fruitgrowers desired the in-
troduction of a general marketing Bill. I
know the fruitgrowers of this coutry--I
mnean the genuine fruitgrowers--and they
and their organisations do not desire it.

Air. Sampson: I did not refer to the
general marketing Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A recent conference at Bridgetown did not
ask for it. When there is a legitimate de-
mand by the orchardists for the introduc-
tion of such a measure, consideration will
b), given to it.

Mr. Sampson: I did not refer to the gen-
eral marketing Bill.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Then it is the only time in your life when
Yo 'u missed an opportunity of referring to it.

Air. Sampson: The Minister is imagining
things.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
With regard to herd testing, the member for
Murray-Wellington (Mir. AleLarty), while
agreeing that herd testing was beneficial,
suggested that it should be extended to other
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breeds. I think be is aware that it was de-
cided, in conjunction 'with the Royal Agri-
cultural Society and the Stock Breeders'
Association, that it would be an economical
method to concentrate on three main breeds
as far as herd testing was concerned. The
same practice is followed in other countries.
In this State it can be said the three main
breeds are the Australian Illawarra Short-
horn, the Jersey and the Guernsey. It was
recognised that they provided for the needs
of the State. It must be remembered that
the Government were called upon to render
assistance to the dairying industry, and to
help in building up the necessary stock in
the State. No one has ever suggested that
there is any advantage in having a multi-
plicity of breeds. The thing was to decide
which breeds were good enough and met
with general approval, and then to do our
best to concentrate on getting the very best
from those breeds. That was encouraged
and the zone system introduced. I am not
suiggesting the zone system will continue.
but I do suggest it is a good one. It must
also be borne in mind that if a stock breeder
has the necessary capital, be can purchase
what stock he likes; but where the State
is called upon to back the industry and
help to build it lip, it is justified in adopt-
ing the economical method which has been
adopted. I believe as a result that we have
progressed more quickly than if there had
been a greater diversity of breeds.

'Mr. Metarty: That is very doubtful.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

No. In any case, the difficulty new is to
find the money even for the limited herd
testing we are able to conduct. Those who
depart from the recogniseR policy of the
State do so with their eyes open and they
can have no grievance. They know per-
fectly well t 'hat it was the State's policy to
concentrate on the three main breeds I have
mentioned. Furthermore, the stock are kept
purer, and people have a better opportunity
of getting that particular stock.

Mr. MeLarty: It is a matter of opinion
whether they are the best breeds.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think it is. If you want me to express
an opinion, I think those three breeds are
certainly equal to, if not heifer than, the
others suggested. We are not stopping any-
one from bringing other breeds in, but up to
date we have not been able to assist them.
I do not know whether we shall be able to

alter that policy. That question is being
investigatcd. Representations have been
made to mec by the Royal Agricultural Soci-
ety and by stock breeders, but, for the time
being, I cannot promise that any extension
will be agreed to-

Mr. MeLarty: Y'ou will help them if
possible.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. I do not think it is economical to ex-
tend the breeds, from the standpoint of
departmental recognition. A member repre-
senting a South-West constituency spoke
about the establishment of an experimental
farm in the irrigation areas. It is true that
some time ago Alr. iluat made a statement
to the effect that it was proposed to estab-
lish such a farm. What happened w.as that
the question was referred to the Depart-
meat of Agriculture for advice and, at the
present time, negotiations are in progress
with the Works Department. We have
spent so much mneiy on irrigation works
in the South-West that it appears advisable
to the Government to establish such ani
experimental farm. However, difficulties
have arisen regarding the question of con-
trol. Offers have been received from out-
side bodies and from private individuals,
hut if the iDcpartmnt of Agriculture is to
control the farm, it will be necessui-v to
have comp~lete control. The advantage of
an experimental farm, such as we have
established in other- parts of the State, is
that we are able to dictate the policy and
allI records are above reproach and beyond
private interference. I agree it is essential
to establish an experimental farm in that
part of the State, and I trust that means
will be found to finance the work. Tn the
meantime, we are assisting with the estab-
lishment of experimental plots in different
districts. It will be recognised that it is
(difficult to obtain an area that will be typi-
cal of the whole of the irrigatiou areas.
How-ever, negotiations are proceedinig and I
hope, not only that finance will be avail-
able, but that the work will be put in hand
shortly. References were made to the estab-
lishment of a butter factory at 'Muresk. T
did not mak-e any statenient regarding, that
matter; the question was discussed by' the
board and one of the professors of the Uni-
versity is a member of that board. All pro-
fessors are propagandists and the professor
naturally expressed his diews in the Press.



[ASSEMBLY.]

So far as I ani aware, we have no means by
which we can restrict the declarations of
pr ofessors.

Mr. MeLarty: He muade rep resentat ions
regarding the matter.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes, but it did not represent any declara-
tion of policy from the Government. I
have asked the representatives of tanners
and producers whether they Would seriously
recommend the establishment of a coinmer-
cial batter factory assocaiated with Muresk
College. When I get their replies, there
may be no need for me to criticise the
declaration of the professor, which ap-
peared in the Press. What I have reall 'y
asked is whether Muresk is a district suit-
able for dairy farming.

Mr. MeLarty: That is the important
poitt

Mr. Patrick: Of course it is.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Cream production can be carried on there
profitably for eight months in the year,
whereas in a dairying district it should pro-
ceed over a longer period. If it is necessary
to demonstrate what can be done, I do not
know that Muresk will be a suitable site
for that purpose. The Government are not
committed to it, or to an extension of the
Agricultural College in that direction.

Mr, Latham.: You are testing cows in an
area quite close to Muresh, and the period
must cover nine months.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The position is that the commercial con-
cerns are experiencing difficulty in compet-
ing with private enterprise and if that is
the position, I want to k-now how the agri-
cultural college can be expected to run a
butter factory not only against the co-
operative concern;, but against the shrewd
private individuals engaged in the industry.
Cream can be taken from near the co-opera-
tive butter factories to Fremantle and even
then the company can compete successfully
against the co-operative concerns. I do not
know how that can be done, but if it is pos-
sible to do it, I do not know how the Muresk
College could stand up against that sort of
competition. However, the matter is still
subjiect to negotiation. If we are advised that
the establishment of a factory at Maresk
will be of advantage to the dairying in-
dustry, it will become a question Of ways
and means.

Mr. Ferguson: Could it "at be established
in connection with the irrigation farn
that has been suggested.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I do not know.

Mr. McLarty: That would be a good idea.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICU LTURE:-

The negotiations I have referred to are in
regard to the site and control; I do nLot know
anything about the policy yet.

Mr. Ferguson: I hope you will retain the
control in the hands of the De-partment of
A1grielture.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I hope so. With reference to the position
of stock in the North-West, the ]nemnber for
Irwin-Moore (Mr. Ferguson) wanted to
know what information was available re-
garding Dr. Turner's complementary test ill
connection with pleuro. The information .1
have goes to show that several of the sta-
tions, in the North-West are apparently free
from the disease, but the difficulty is to de-
termine whether they are actually free. While
the disease may not have been discovered on
a station, the fact remains that pleuro has
been. prevalent in the Kimberley areas for
a number of years. The whole difficulty is
in respect to the carriers of the disease.
When in Sydney, a asked Mr. Max
Henry how it was that cattle could be over-
landed from country affected by pleuro with-
out the disease being detected. He replied
that that was quite simple because the diffi-
culty was in connection with the carriers.
Dr. Turner's complementary test is directed
to the detection of the carrier. He is not
quite satisfied yet, but I understand that be-
fore the end of the year be will be able to
announce whether or not his test is 100 per
cent. efficient. Naturally scientists have to
be sure before they will state that they are
positive about the results. We sent the
Chief Veterinary Officer to Sydney and
Queensland and he consulted with Dr. Turner
and other well-known veterinary officers, in-
cluding some associated with the Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research. Onl hi.;
return, I could see that he was more hope-
ful than previously. N1ow we pro0pose to
send Dr. Bennetts to the East and hie will
visit the Glenfield Research Department,
which is operating outside Sydney. The
head of that department visited Queens-
land to familiarise himself with the tests
and Dr. Bennctts will also proceed there
and see how the tests are carried out.
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Then if they are satisfactory, there is every
reason to believe tbat Dr. Bennetts will be
in a position to set up a laboratory in the
North-West and test those cattle before they
are shifted. To-day only the Anna Plains
cattle are affected. That is because it is
assumed to be a clean station, and also be-
cause that stock cannot go north on account
of the tick, and is not permitted to come
south because of pleuro. They are quaran-
tined effectually and cannot get out, and we
cannot sit quietly and think we are doing
(our duty to those people and the industry
by simply drawing a pleura line and saying
we have accomplished our duty. Tbe policy
of the Government is that if that stock can
be shifted with safety, it must be shifted.
We are not satisfied to sit tight and think
that will solve the problem. As for the
departmental officer;, it must be rememr-
bered in respect of the Chief Inspector of
Stock that I am not going to assume his
position. We make very clear what we
desire in the interests of the industry, and
we then say it is the duty of the officer to
conform to our policy, which is that if the
stock can he safely shifted, it must be
shifted. I do not -wish the stock-owners of
the South-West to become nervous; there
is no, need for it. It should he possible to
shift that stock more or less under quaran-
tine conditions and, after the test has heen
applied, it will be definitely determined
whether the cattle can be shifted, but not
necessarily to come into contact with the
cattle of the South-West.

Mr. Ferguson: Will they be able to state
definitely whether the test is effective?

The MI0NISTER F1OR AGRICULTURE:
It takes a certain time to develop, bat in
the end they must he satisfied.

Mr. Ferguson: They will have to get
every bullock into the race.

The MINISTER ]FOR AGRICULTURE:
Th~ey will have to set uip a fully equipped
experimental station. It is worth while,
with 12,000 head of stock involved. If it
be demonstrated that the stock can safely
he shifted, we shall have solved the prob-
lem, and then perhaps it -.-il] he possible to
shift the store cattle of the North. There Js
a number of representative men in the Mid-
land district and the Geraldton district who
say they will he quite prepared to take that
stock. And it is considered that the Mid-
land and Geraldton districts constitute good
fattening country. Only the other day a

good mob was sold in Fremantle, realisig
£8 8s., but by the time all expenses were
paid, only £2 17's. per head remained. The
stock I have seen there are certainly a long
tray from being first class beef cattle. if
we are to get full advantage of the North-
West cattle, they will have to be fattened
near the market. It seems to me that prim-
arily the North-West is stock country, and
the Rinmberleys cattle country. Therefore,
although there has been tropical culture to
Ui limited extent, the mnain industry for the
North-West is stock-raising. To help that
industry we shall have to overcome difficul-
ties, and the way will he to devise safe means
of moving the stock so that it can be brought
to the fattening districts. That will give
us an advantage, because, 'when it comes
down by boat, the loss is such that it has to
hr a pretty good mob even to pay expenses.
The mob I mentioned as showing, riot a
profit but a surplus, of £2 17's. per head was
supposed to be a good mob. So we shall
never assist the industry to revive unless,
as I say, by the means set out here -the
stock can be shifted, either by boat or over-
land. With that object, the departmnental
officers have those instructions, namely, that
it is their business to devise ways and means
of safely shifting the stock. I do not know
of any other matters calling for a reply
to-night. Other questions raised 'will re-
ceive attention. I am very pleased with
the reception of these Estimates and the
undoubted interest the Agricultural Depart-
mnent has created. The knowledge displayed
by certain members is only whet we would
expect and will 'be most helpful to the de-
partment.

Vote put and passed.

Vat c-College of Agriculture, £66,887-
agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.38 p.m.


